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This is a picture I took of a photo of Silas 
Homer Wood while visiting third cousin, 
Susan Amy Wood Witt, in Fairbury, 
Nebraska in January 2012---a truly special 
trip!   
 
 
 
 
 
Cynthia Ann Hendee Henry; Susan Amy Wood 

Witt sharing genealogy at Susan's house in 
Fairbury, Nebraska  2012  

 
 
 
 



First a comment on something new to me….   We are all familiar with those little black photo corners from the 
days of our ancestors and even in my young years.  I had also used white ones, but never have I seen what 
embellished Homer's photo---flowered corners to hold it in place!  The writing at the bottom is by Susan, 
"Uncle Silas Homer Wood & his little house."  I was not familiar with this first cousin, twice removed, but 
learned all about him from Susan, the Wood line expert.  (See family tree at end.) 
 
A main factor in Homer's life was that he was kicked in the head by a horse at age 9 and left functioning at 
around that age the rest of his life.  He was in a coma for a long time.  Susan said that he loved plants and 
observed tomato plants around his house.  
 
It turns out that Homer has more of a connection to my Hendee line than one would think for such a collateral 
relative…information I never knew until Cousin Susan entered my life, tracking me down for genealogical 
purposes through my only first cousin, Virginia Lee Hendee Robertson.  
 
My great-grandmother was Lucinda Wood Hendee (my father's grandmother).  One 
of her brothers was Harvey Wood.   Lucinda married Clark Kendrick Hendee.  Clark 
and Harvey were both doctors and were in partnership.  Clark was an assistant 
surgeon in the Civil War.  Harvey married Cynthia Ann Tappan Wood.  These were 
Susan's great-grandparents.  Silas and Martha Blanchard Wood were the parents of 
Lucinda and Harvey, being Susan's and my 2x great-grandparents.  
 
                                             Lucinda Wood Hendee, who took in 2 of her brother's orphaned children 

 
Tragedy struck!  Harvey and Cynthia had seven children who were left orphaned 
when both Harvey and Cynthia died at the same time of typhoid during an epidemic. 
Susan reports that Harvey brought it home from his medical practice.  Susan wrote, 
"Lucinda went to court immediately (before the funerals) and obtained custody of all seven children.  Then 
baby Lewis Andrew Wood (about 3 months) died later that week.  The two oldest girls (Alice Martha {married 
a Metz} and Olivia Eva, called Libbie {married a Ward}) went back east to live with their grandparents, Silas 
and Martha Wood.  Albert Harmon (age 4) (my grandfather--married Myrtle Celina Amy) and his sister Mary 
Adelaide (age 10) came with some people they knew coming west by wagon train to Nebraska to live with 
Minerva (sister to Lucinda and Harvey---see story on marble dust painting) and her husband the Rev. William 
Cooley in Friend, Nebraska.  He was a circuit rider preacher. When Minerva heard of the deaths through a 
telegram, she wanted some of the children, as she had none, having lost 7 or 8 before birth, and was alone a lot 
while he rode horseback all over.  That left Silas Homer (age 6) and Ellen (called Nellie) (age 2) living with and 
raised by the Hendees (Lucinda and Clark Kendrick).  Much later, as an adult, Silas Homer also came west, 

reportedly to work with his brother, Albert, and is buried in Friend, Nebraska. 
 Nellie died in an Effingham hospital of a ruptured 
appendix just two weeks before her wedding.  She 
was 24.  She is buried on the east side of the 
beautiful stone that Lucinda bought and I found in 
Illinois (Farina Cemetery, Farina, Fayette 
County, Illinois)."   
 
Note that the gravestone has two names:  Nellie 
Hendee and Ellen T(appan) Wood, honoring both 
her birth parents and the aunt and uncle who raised 
her.  Cousin Susan found this tombstone by going 
to land records.  Little Lewis, who soon followed 
his parents in death, is buried in this same family 
plot. 

    Ellen (Nellie) Tappan Wood         



Susan further reports that her middle name of "Amy" comes from the birth surname of her grandmother, Myrtle 
Celina Amy, wife of Albert Harmon Wood.  Albert and Myrtle had four children:  Hazel; Harvey (married to 
Edith; Hassan Rolland (married to Evelyn Isley) (Susan's parents); and Ruth (died at a few days old).  Harvey 
and Edith were the parents of Glenn Wood, Susan's only first cousin, and with whom she stayed in regular 
contact through his life.  Hazel adopted two girls when they were older.  Harvey taught in Illinois.   
 
Well, for this story starting out being about Silas Homer, it certainly veered sideways, but this was a great place 
to share all that Susan has told me about the sad deaths of her great-grandparents, Harvey and Cynthia Wood, 
and how relatives came forward to take in the orphaned children.  
 
I shall always remain curious why I never heard of my great-grandparents (Lucinda and Clark) raising two 
children who were not their own.  But, Daddy (Frank Chester Hendee) and I didn’t really discuss his family 
history much…of course, to my great regret now.   And perhaps he did not discuss much with his own father, 
Frank Clark Hendee.  Daddy would not have met Ellen/Nellie, who died two years before Daddy was born in 
1896, and Silas Homer had perhaps moved to Friend, Nebraska by that time.  He was 28 when Daddy was born.  
But Frank Clark and his siblings, Olin Wood, Hosmer Hassan and Lu Bird Hendee (twins) were raised like 
siblings in the same household.   Frank Clark was 3 years younger than Silas Homer.  Hosmer was 12 years 
older.  Olin and Lu Bird were 7 years older.  (Lu Bird never married and served as a missionary in Malaysia.) 
The dynamics must have been interesting when two cousins joined the family, having just lost their parents and 
a baby brother and being separated from their four other siblings.   I wonder what Daddy knew of all this.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Hosmer Hassan, Olin Wood, Frank Clark Hendee                            Frank Clark, Lu Bird, Hosmer Hassan Hendee 
 
 

 
 
    my father, Frank Chester Hendee, when Silas Homer was 38  

 
 
 
It is notable that the name "Hassan" comes up twice, once as the first name of 
Susan's father and also as the brother of my grandfather, Hosmer Hassan.  
 
 
I have no further information on Silas Homer Wood except for the picture of his 
gravestone.  This was on Find-A-Grave, with the source identified as Cousin 
Susan!  Volunteers for taking pictures and posting information on this most 
valuable website are to be treasured, and here is my third cousin as one of them!   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Andrew Cemetery, Friend, Saline County, Nebraska 

 
 
 
 

 
 
See family tree on next page.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


