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This is a family history item passed down to me through the 
Hendee line.  I am guessing it belonged to my father, Frank 
Chester Hendee (Chet), as he was a young man when these 
were in use.   
 
While most I saw in my online research were of a hard 
material, ours is soft, but with a stiff liner and bottom.  Inside 
contains two soft collars, both Van Heusen.  The stiffer collars 
are two Arrow brand, both in mauve, and one in a pale green 
tinge labeled "Made in Troy for 152 Shirt."   The others say 
"15½" for the neck size.  See illustration below right for how 
these may have been used together.  

 
In the snapped outside pocket are eleven collar 
studs and buttons, plus a random metal piece 
shaped like a small "h."   

 
The photos in this story are all of Daddy, chosen by his 
possibly wearing a shirt collar.  He was born in 1896 and so fit 
into the time frame.  Even if he is not wearing a detachable 
collar, they are still good pictures of him!  

 
As mentioned above, most other collar boxes pictured online were solid, some 
quite attractive, and some apparently for women.  Here is the only other I saw 
similar to ours, undated. 
 
I had heard they were used to protect the actual shirt.  There was not too much 
information online, but I found the following website, "Prims by the Water":     

 
"Men's historical fashion is not as familiar as 
women's fashion of the last 1800s to early 
1900s.  Clothing was handmade back then, 
which included men's shirts, collars and cuffs.  
Because clothing was handmade, that made it 
more expensive.  Men would wear undershirts to protect their dress shirts; 
however, the places that had the most body contact in a shirt were at the collar 
and cuff.  Thus, these were added to preserve a shirt in the places that an 
undershirt did not protect.  It was much more cost-efficient to purchase just a 



collar and a set of cuffs than to purchase the entire shirt with them on.  And, so, 
the need for the collar box...  By removing the collar and cuffs to wash the shirt, 
made it possible to save on the expense of buying these items, because all you had 
to do was to purchase a new shirt and re-button the collar and cuffs to the new 
shirt.  Collar Boxes were used to keep the collar and cuffs from getting dirty when 
not being used.  These boxes were invented around the 1860s. Once factories were 
able to mass produce clothing, shirts were less expensive and more available.  
Thus, it was no longer necessary to separate the collar and cuffs, and by the 1930s, 
these types of shirts were no longer made....neither were the collar boxes.  We take 
so many things for granted nowadays. Washing machines, dry cleaners...these are 
just a few of the things that our forefathers and foremothers did not have." 
 

               
      1918 
       
  
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             1910 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


