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Over the years, I have been in 
contact with two staff 
members at the Bates County 
(Missouri) Museum, Peggy 
and Chris, through my 
ongoing sending of stories, 
photos, documents, and 
Holwell/Moore artifacts that 
family members gave consent 
for me to send.    
 
Peggy Buhr has always been 
most appreciative of what I 
send, and so I was thrilled 
recently to receive the 
following communication 
from her:   
 

 

Dear Cynthia,  

 

It is always a joy to hear from you, and I want to thank you for sending the photo of your 

grandmother and her friends.  Yes, I recalled having a copy of this photo along with your 

interpretation, but we are quite pleased to have the original.  Of course, the other 

information you included about the gravy boat is truly delightful!  I loved seeing how you 

had these wonderful items so lovingly displayed.   

 

Although I don’t have anything particular in mind at the moment, I want you to know that 

I am going to have your grandmother’s story be the ‘star’ of our Ladies' Brunch next April.  

It will be our 10th annual Ladies' Spring Brunch, and I believe your grandmother’s story, 

along with all the wonderful photos, artifacts, and more that you have shared, will be 

warmly received by all our ladies.  We generally have between 80 – 100 attend and it’s 

become quite a highly anticipated beginning to each new season.  Oh, how I would love for 

you to be here!  However, I realize that is not likely, so I will be certain to find a way to 

record the program and get it to you so you will be able to know how I chose to present the 

wonderful stories you have shared with us. 

 

Many thanks to you, Cynthia.  I wish you well and hope you are enjoying a spell of good 

health!  Please stay in touch, and I shall do the same. 

 

Warmest regards, 

Peggy 



So!  What an honor to Grandma and to the Holwell family!  Peggy is right that I do not plan to attend.  While I 
truly would love to see the museum and the area of the roots of this family branch, it is likely not going to 
happen.  It is the birthplace of Linda's and my maternal grandparents and mother,  I was there one time, in 1952 
at age 7, for a Moore family reunion.  I have such fond memories of that special occasion.  
 
It is so nice that second cousin, Ron Rich, and Joyce visited recently for a high school reunion.  Ron gave me 
such a thorough and fun account of his time at the museum, which he said was quite well organized.   
 
I will remain in touch with Peggy through the coming months to provide as many additional stories and as much 
further information as I can for her to work into the program.  I am sending a CD of all pictures of Grandma 
during her years in Bates County.  There may well still be some that have not been worked into my various 
stories for Peggy to have seen. 
 
I don't know if she remembers that "Grandma" is not Linda's and my birth grandmother, but our great aunt and 
step grandmother.  I do cover in each of my stories that Sallie Marie Holwell Moore was the sister of Mother's 
mother, Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore.  When the Moore family had to move to Colorado Springs in 1920, due 
to Minnie's tuberculosis, Sallie soon followed to care fors the family, which included Minnie's husband, Percy 
Lee Moore, and their only child, Laura Louise Moore Hendee.  Sadly, Minnie died in 1926, and Sallie and 
Percy married in 1929.  Sallie is the "Grandma" Linda and I grew up with, and a wonderful one she was!   
Whatever Peggy has picked up, remembered or will notice on this aspect, as she goes through all the material I 
have sent, will be up to her to handle as she wishes.   
 
It will be fun and interesting to hear what Peggy does with 
Sallie's story for the Ladies' Spring Brunch!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


