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This story began with an item from a Seitz website submitted by Debbie Rosenbloom, a Seitz descendant.  It is 
a letter from Nicholas Seitz to his now-married daughter, Rebecca.   The story quite expanded from there.  
 
When I began dealing with this letter, I did not know how Nicholas is related to me, also a Seitz descendant, nor 
why I saved the letter.  However, it was interesting to transcribe and to feel Nicholas' sentiments toward his 
daughter---plus taking a peek into the values of the times 158 years ago.   The relationship became clarified a 
few days later, as seen below, which greatly personalizes this story.  
 
Other readers might transcribe some words differently.  I find it helpful to go through an item once and then 
back again to look at words a little differently than before.  After several times of this, and with words later 
jumping out at me, it usually comes together well enough to get the gist of the text. Help from others is also 
useful; I had originally read "Dice" as Tice," but third cousin, Karl Seitz, was able to use his records to inform 
me of the correct spelling.  Someday I may make use of online sites that help with reading the handwriting of 
times long-gone.  One such is "English Handwriting 1500 - 1700, an online course."   
 
Below is my transcription, followed by the original.  Wouldn't Nicholas---and Rebecca---be amazed his missive 
is still being read.  I wonder how well she followed his advice.  (Very sadly, problems abounded, as I learned 
after beginning this journey.)  
 
           Dec. 29. 1859 
 
Beloved Daughter Rebecca, 
 
 As you have now left your Paternal Roof, as the duty of a Father, towards an only daughter, who is 
Motherlas, Permit me to give you some advice, which may enable you by the assistance of Gods grace, to 
perform your duty in whatever situation you may be placed in.  
 
 First, be good and kind to every body, and especially to your husband, use economy in your household 
afairs, be industrious and do not loiter your time away, read peruse and search the scriptures, practice, and 
folow its examples which will be the man of your council and make you wise unto salvation, never omit to 
attend religious worship whenever you possible can.  Pray much and be thankfull for all things.  be contented 
and submit yourself to the ways of  ______________ knowing that all things will and may this blessing rest 
upon you and your Family, is the prayer of your affectionate Father.  
 
           
           Nicholas Seitz    
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Along with the letter, Debbie provided copies of pages from a Holy Bible, as below.  It was published in 1858.  
I like how the publisher clarified at the bottom of the title page that 805 Market Street is "above Eighth St." ---
make sure they are found!  The third page is quite interesting---a revelation for me.  I took a wild guess on 
transcribing where this Bible was bought, typing in "Seitzlande."  And, lo and behold, up comes "Seitzland, 
Pennsylvania, located in York County!"   We must have a town named after our line!  The script for the names 
on the right of the fourth page is beautiful, a work of art!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The property of Isaac. D. and Rebecca Dice     April 9. 1859.       Bought in Seitzland 

 



 
 
 

Transcription below: 



MARRIAGES 
 
Isaac Dice was married in the State of Pennsylvania and his wife    Daughter  of Nicholas Seitz in the State of 
Pennsylvania  And (?) was married by George Hunter on the 29th of December 1859  
 
Rebecca Seitz was born in Bremen (?) on the 9th day of February 1839.  
 
Isaac Dice Was married on the 29th of December 1858 To 
Rebecca Seitz 
By Rev. George Hunter  
 
The dates do not match.   
 

 Rebecca's father's letter is dated December 29, 1859, matching the date on the left of the fourth page. of 
the Bible. (The date also looks like "1857.")  As Cousin Karl suggested, Nicholas may have written his 
advice on his daughter's anniversary.  

 
 The date on the right of the fourth page of the Bible is 1858. 

 
 Rebecca was a Dice by April 9, 1859, when she purchased this Bible.  

 
Ah, well….an ongoing lesson in genealogy that any records can be in error.  
 
And, now to major news (to me) on this family…as always, with thanks to Cousin Karl Seitz.   
 

Karl mentions "Seitzville" below.  In looking up both this 
name and Rebecca's mention of "Seitzland" for her Bible 
purchase, I see that both have existed.  The Seitzland post 
office was open from 1880 - 1923.  
 
A map was posted by "Historic Map Works" of "Glen Rock, 
Seitzland From York County 1876, Pennsylvania Published 
by Pomeroy, Whitman & Co. in 1876."  Note "Seitzland" in 
box at bottom of map.  
 
Since coming across this letter from Nicholas and writing the 
above account, I was in ongoing communication with Cousin 
Karl, as I always seem to be when dealing with Seitz 
documents.  He kindly took time to go back through his 
records, resulting in the following email, "Oh, boy, do I know 
Isaac Dice. I've just found a copy of a long posting I made to 
our Facebook group, 'Descendants of Johannes and Catherine 
Seitz' back in 2012. 

  
"As introduction, Nicholas Seitz is apparently the founder of Seitzville, Penn. At least  some descendants claim 
so in postings I've seen. Nicholas is a grandson of Johannes and Catherine via their son Andrew. Nicholas is our 
first cousin four times removed. Or if you prefer, his daughter Rebecca is our second cousin three times 
removed. 
 
"Incidentally, over the years, I have been in contact with one descendant of Isaac Dice and Rebecca Seitz and 
the husband of another descendant. In fact, the husband is a member of our initial core of researchers and was 



invaluable as a translator when I was nursing a German cousin through collecting the DNA sample that proved 
our linkage to the village of Adelshofen. 
 
"For now, I'm going with 1858 as the year of the wedding of Isaac and Rebecca. Any revision depends on 
finding actual government records of the marriage. I can't explain why Nicholas waited until Dec. 1859 to write 
his daughter. Perhaps it was the anniversary. Perhaps he had just found out that Isaac and Rebecca would soon 
be moving from a neighboring farm to one more distant.  In any event, it's nice that the letter survived. 
 
"Now, I urge you to read the attachment for an interesting tale with traits of a soap opera." 
 
OK---here goes with the story, thanks to outstanding research that Karl provided:   
 

Isaac Dice, his wives, mistress and children 
posted to Facebook 12 Oct 2012 

group Descendants of Johannes and Catherine Seitz 
 

When Debbie posted the marriage documentation from the DAR, I decided to look into Rebecca Seitz’s 
ancestry and descendants. Little did I know that after finding what seemed a fairly common story of western 
migration, I would discover the elements of a soap opera. Following their 1857 marriage, Isaac Dice and 
Rebecca settled next door to Rebecca’s father, Nicholas Seitz (1816-1875), in Shrewsbury township, York 
County, Penn. By the time of the 1860 census, their first child, James M, had been born. By the time of the 1870 
census, they had moved slightly west to Cordorus township and were living next to Rebecca’s brother, Stephen.. 
Three more children had been added, Jane, Barbara and Charles. I’m not sure what happened to Jane and 
Barbara as they are not listed in subsequent censuses of the Dice household. Later information suggests one 
died and the other may have gone by the name Belle. Also in the household was housekeeper Amanda Ellison 
(Allison).  She’s part of the soap opera that I had not yet recognized. In 1880, Isaac and Rebecca were in 
Morrow County, Ohio, with two more children in the household, sons Killian and Norman. Amanda Allison is 
present as a servant. I didn’t notice it the first time I looked, but the census also says Rebecca is insane. That’s 
important. Two or three years later, the family moved to Mills County, Iowa, where Isaac became a respected 
member of the community and prominent in GAR activities. He had served in the 101st Pennsylvania Infantry 
from February 1865 to June 1865 when his company was mustered out. By the time of the 1900 census, the 
household consisted of Isaac, Rebecca, son Charles and housekeeper Amanda Allison. On 10 Dec. 1902, 
Amanda Allison died. On 29 Jan. 1903, the Mills County Tribune reported that Rebecca had been taken to St. 
Bernard hospital in Council Bluffs because Isaac was no longer able to take care of her. At the time St. Bernard 
was in the process of transferring its acute care patients to a new hospital while retaining its role as a mental 
hospital. Rebecca died 27 Feb 1903. The obituary on the front page of the Malvern Leader said she had been a 
“confirmed invalid” for more than 40 years. That may be a slight exaggeration as she had last given birth about 
35 years earlier.  A few months later, Isaac took an extended trip back to Pennsylvania to tour battlefields and 
meet with his fellow veterans. He was also apparently wife shopping. In early 1904, he took another trip to 
Harrisburg, Penn., where on 10 March, he married Nellie McGaughey, about 20 years his junior. They returned 
to Iowa, where she apparently became as popular as Isaac. Isaac died 27 March 1916, but that is when things 
become interesting. The Mills County Tribune reported on 10 April that Nellie Dice had brought a lawsuit 
against Belle Mattison (apparently Isaac’s only surviving daughter) and others seeking confirmation that seven 
heirs be confirmed:  Nellie Dice, Belle Mattison, Charley Dice, K.C. Dice, Norman Dice, Arthur Dice and Viola 
Stranathan. The latter two are children of Isaac’s deceased son. A little unusual, but not unheard of as a means 
to get the estate divided quickly… Later stories show that Nellie was already planning to move back to 
Harrisburg, which she did and where she was living in the 1940 census. The surprise for me came when the 
court ruled that K.C. and Norman were not entitled to a share of the estate because they were not sons of 
Rebecca, whose money Isaac, acting as her legal guardian, had used to purchase the farm on which he lived. 
Nellie did receive $1,100 as part of an agreement with the heirs, Belle, Charles, Arthur and Viola. The Mills 
County Tribune, in reporting the decision, called K.C. and Norman children of Nellie. But that was impossible 
since she was nowhere around when they appeared in Isaac’s household. I looked further and found a marriage 



license in which Killian C. Dice stated that his mother was Amanda Allison, the faithful housekeeper. I have not 
found similar documentation for Norman, but it is inescapable that he has the same mother. There is no reason 
to believe any of this was unknown to the friends and neighbors of Isaac Dice’s family. Indeed, Amanda, 
Rebecca and Isaac are buried in the same plot with a tombstone that features all three names. Amanda is on the 
left with Rebecca on the right and Isaac underneath Rebecca. But without the newspaper stories, I wouldn’t 
have known that Isaac had three mates in his life, not just the two he married." 
  

Oh, my….   Well, such a gravestone 
presents a whole new genealogical 
dynamic, meaning, of course, that we 
need to view it.  Thanks to Find-A-
Grave, Malvern Cemetery in Mills 
County, Iowa provides just that.  There 
they lie together….Amanda, Rebecca 
and Isaac. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
And, so ends a story entirely different than the one of my imagination when I first read the letter and Bible 
entries, with thanks to Cousin Karl and all other sources.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


