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This photo postcard was saved by my grandmother, Sallie Marie 
Holwell Moore.  It is a lovely studio photo of family friends that 
was made into a postcard, common in times past.  
 
It has a white border, as discussed in a website on old postcards, 
dating it between 1915 - 1930.  The bottom front shows it was taken 
at W. E. Talbott, Adrian, Missouri.  It is hard to read and so is 
reproduced here.   
 
 
 
 
 
On the message side of the back is written "Xmas greetings from" 
and the names "Neil & Josephine."  Added is "Pulliam," written by 
Grandma.  A Post-it in my handwriting says "Kate," which I surmise 
is a name Grandma provided me in regard to this photo…perhaps 
Neil and Josephine's mother.   Oh, for an hour with Grandma… 
 
On the address side is written "Little Laura Louise Moore" (Linda's 
and my mother).   
 
It is delightful to study the details of the photo…the outfits (with Neil's dress-up suit and Josephine's two big 
bows!) and the staging with the beautiful dolls and chair, plus a little rocking chair.  
 
Adrian is in Bates County, Missouri near where Grandma lived on the Holwell family farm.  Mother was born 
on the Moore family farm outside nearby Butler.  The Moore family had to move to Colorado Springs in 1920, 
due to Mother's mother (Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore) contracting tuberculosis.  After Minnie died in 1926, 
her sister, Sallie, who had come out to tend to the family, married Percy Lee Moore (Minnie's husband, 
Mother's father, and Linda's and my grandfather).  

Through the years, I had associated the 
Pulliam name as being Moore family 
neighbors in Colorado Springs, but later 
wasn’t sure.  When I was working with an 
old cookbook of Grandma's, she had 
included a recipe for Pumpkin Chiffon Pie 
from "Mrs. Pulliam," but no location.  (She 
generally called her peers by their surname 
and, likely, vice versa.)  I was also dealing 
with a photo (next page) labeled "Pulliam 
cabin" with the surrounding trees looking 
more like out of Colorado Springs than 
around Bates County.  But, when the photo 
above became unearthed with the Adrian 
label on it, that settled the matter.  I still 
don't know where the cabin was.   



People from Missouri did come out to visit in Colorado Springs, being a desirable tourist destination.  Friends 
and relatives from back home were frequent guests in the Moore household, and I am aware of some even 
moving out to the Springs.  Perhaps the Adrian Pulliams had connections in the Colorado Springs area, hence 
the family gathering in a wooded setting and them being associated with both areas.    

 
My grandparents, Sallie and Percy Moore, are numbers 3 and 4 from the left.    I don't know anyone else-----must be all Pulliams. 

 
Mother was born in April 1916 and left Missouri in July 1920, so I am thinking the timeframe for the photo 
with the kids would be at or before Christmas of 1919.  However, Grandma and Mother did return to Adrian 
and Butler for visits and had contact with everyone back there.  They took the train, bringing their own meals.  
 
Online informs us, "In the late 19th century, the picture postcard became an inexpensive way to mail images to 
friends and relatives.  You could purchase postcard views of locations, or you could request to have your 
portrait printed as a postcard by a local photography studio.  The first photo postcards just had a small strip 
along the bottom front edge for messages, but later evolved into the split-back version we’re familiar with 
today, with space for writing a message and an address."  There are tips online for dating postcards.  
 
I would love to get this lovely, original studio photo into the hands of the Pulliam line, but I have no leads.  I 
entered it on an "orphan photo" website, Dead Fred, on March 1, 2018.  It is #97486 and under the Pulliam 
name.  

 
There are Pulliams buried in the Crescent Hill Cemetery in Bates County, but none 
matching the names here.    
 
I am sending the original photo and this story to the Bates County Museum as a safe 
place to store it.  Perhaps a Pulliam family researcher will one day communicate with 
the museum for family history.  Or, if I am contacted by someone stumbling onto it on 
Dead Fred, I can direct them to the museum.  
 
 
 
"Little Laura Louise" 

 


