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cropped and full-length photos at end ---1 in black and white and 1 in sepia 

 
Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore was my birth grandmother.  She is in the front row on the far right.   I did not 
know her, as she died in 1926 in Colorado Springs of tuberculosis.  She was the mother of my mother, Laura 
Louise Moore Hendee, her only child with her husband, Percy Lee Moore of nearby Butler.   
 
The dresses of the young ladies are so lovely, and the boys are all dressed up in their Sunday best!  This picture 
was passed down to us still in its gilded frame, so was a very important photo in the Holwell family, perhaps 
hanging in a place of prominence.  



The Holwell family lived on a farm outside Adrian, the family consisting of siblings, Minnie Nadine Holwell 
(Moore), Raymond Virgil Holwell, Sr., Sallie Marie Holwell (Moore), and Willard Henry Holwell, along with 
their parents, Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell and Robert Emmet Holwell.   (Robert and Mary were 
first  cousins, hence, her double Holwell surname.)  
 
Sallie, mentioned above, 
was my great aunt and 
step grandmother.  She 
had come out from 
Missouri to Colorado 
Springs to care for the 
Moore family during her 
sister's illness.  After 
Minnie died, Sallie 
married Percy and was 
"Grandma" to Linda and 
me.  
 
Sallie is who wrote the 
names on the back of this 
photo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front Row 
 
Burley Lentz 
Josephine De Jarnett 
Prof. Ives 
Minnie Holwell       16 yrs old  
 
Back Row 
 
Ethel Hudelson (Lentz)   married Burley 
Center boy  John Brundige (Brundage) 
I can't think of the names of the other two boys.   
 
Minnie Holwell graduating class picture in 1901  Adrian MO - AHS 
 
Written by Sallie Marie Holwell Moore, Minnie's sister              lower left corner 

                    "a. s. d" must mean "Adrian School District."  



Where Grandma stated that she could not remember the names of the other two boys, she is also missing the 
name of the girl on the right end in the back row.  Based on Minnie's letter below, it is possible that one of the 
boys is George Dowell and the girl Ruby Moudy.     
 
When writing these stories, I enjoy going back through previous accounts to cross-reference names and events.   
 
The first I did was John "Brundige" to check the spelling on the back, which seems to be spelled "Brundage."  It 
turned out that John had given a speech at this graduation, which I had transcribed in 2009.  However, I wrote 
his name then as "Brundick."  At this writing, I am unable to find the actual newspaper article, so am leaving 
the name spelled as I saw it at the time.   Below is my account and John's speech.   

 
GRADUATION SPEECH 

by John Brundick 
1901 
by 

Cynthia Hendee Henry 
February 2009 

 
John is not part of our family.  My grandmother, Sallie Marie Holwell Moore, saved his speech that was printed 
in the newspaper, presumably the Adrian Journal.  She had written at the top “He graduated when Minnie 
graduated 1901.”  Minnie was 16 at that time.  I am typing it up to see if we can learn anything about the life 
and thoughts of the young in that year and because it was important enough to Grandma to save.  These various 
papers have been so curled, wrinkled up and fragile that they are hard to work with.  And Grandma’s pencil 
writing quote above was barely legible.  Use ink!  I liked the reference to tops, fondly remembering my own 
such childhood playthings.       

 
The Race 

 
As we graduate to-night we are just starting out on the race of life. When we get through the race, the end will 
be at our death bed, when we pass over to the world to come.   Will it be a failure or will it be the grandest ever 
won in this day, in the past or in the future?  But I think it will be a success. We will not go through the world 
the last of the race.  As we are starting together we may reach the end together.  
 
Not many years since we were starting to school in the primary room.  But we meant to keep along with our 
class, and we did, and you see us here tonight.  We should feel proud of our progress and of the help given by 
our good teachers.  We will be able to win the race (when we proceed on our journey of life), if we keep on as 
we have in the past few years.  As in another essay, the race is as of a spool of thread, and each yard is counted 
as a milestone of life.  We may see many things in the race, but nothing will be so grand as tonight’s exercises 
when we start out on the final race of life.  Those in the next class will take up our course of studies, and when 
the days of one year roll around, they will be able to take up the final race.   
 
Are our days numbered or are we to have a long race?  He the almighty only knows.  Shall we all live a lifetime 
in the race and be with the best of them?  The race for the most of us will last many years, but some of us will 
not have many years to run.  He might take us away any time, but He only knows when. 
 
We may that all of us will be in the longest part.  Yes, some of us may fall behind and be lost to our knowledge 
in our hurrying past the milestones of life.  The path is full of obstacles, perhaps hundreds, yes, thousands of 
times, will our hearts grow sad and weary ere our final race is done.   
 
When the golden sun is sinking in life’s west, and the head bowed and the body wearied answers the last call of 
the master, the race of life will gave been done and each goes to receive the prize of success or failure in the 



world to come. It will be the greatest achievement that has ever been made in the race of life.  We begin tonight 
the struggling journey. 
 
How time flies!  Yesterday a barefoot boy, caring for nothing but tops and balls and the other varied sports and 
games.  Tomorrow a man in life’s journey battling with the bustling world.  The question is ours where, 
“whence and whither” and let us ask of Him, who knows our lives, the goodness of his love to ever lead us 
onward in the true honorable race.  

--------------------------------- 
The next names that surfaced were in a letter Minnie wrote from her home in Colorado Springs to her parents 
back in Adrian.  "Oscar" is to whom Sallie was engaged at some point before marrying Percy.  We see the 
names identified in the photo of Burley Lentz, Josephine (Josie) De Jarnett, and Ethel Hudelson Lentz.  

 
LETTER FROM MINNIE HOLWELL MOORE 

To her parents Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell and Robert Emmett Holwell  
 

This letter is postmarked January 30, 1926.  The return address is 2312 West Pikes Peak, Colorado Springs.  It 
is addressed to Mrs. R.E. Holwell   Adrian, Missouri   R # 5.  It has a 2-cent red stamp with a left profile of 
George Washington. 
 
"Well of course Oscar wouldn’t mention about the elevator over the phone.  Oh no they couldn’t gathered up 
enough have been pall bearers as was only 8.  was 4 boys & 4 girls.  The ones that live there are Burley Lentz, 
Josie De Jarnet, Geo Dowell & (Ethel was one) & Ruby Moudy.  Well Ethel’s color had been watched for 
years.  She was almost brown when I saw her last."   (Oscar married Ruby's sister, Nora Moudy.) 

------------------------------------ 
As discussed in previous stories, Ethel Hudelson (Lentz) had an entry in the  autograph album of my 2x great 
aunt Alice, as shown below and with transcription.  Aunt Alice was Ethel's teacher.   

 

 
 
 



“Love”  “Rember me”        
(across top and bottom left corners)          

       Adrian. Mo. 
               Jan. 14 1894 
  Dear Miss Alice. 
 
   Roses are red       violets are blue  
   Sugar is sweet 
   and so are you  
 
    Your Friend 
             Ethel Hudelson  
     --------------- 
Professor Ives is mentioned in the History of Bates 
County at least twice, along with other interesting 
information on the Adrian school system:  
 
County school supervision was adopted in Bates county 
in April. 1904. This required the county superintendent to 
devote all of his time to supervision and office duties. A 
law was passed in 1917 allowing the county 
superintendent one-fourth of his salary for clerical help 
and traveling expenses. This will permit more time to be 
devoted to supervision, and will make the work of the 
county superintendent more efficient. The following have 
served as county superintendent since the adoption of 
county school supervision: …A. L. Ives, May, 1905, to 
April, 1909…  
 
Mr. J. K. Failing was elected principal in 1895 and 
remained one year. Mr. M. A. Cleveland was then 
employed, and has been succeeded by the following 
principals and superintendents: Mr. A. L. Ives….  The 
Adrian high school is ranked as a first class high school 
by the State Department of Education. There are five high 
school teachers, and all of them are normal, university, or 
college graduates. Each teacher has had special training 
in the subjects he or she is teaching. There are 107 pupils 
enrolled in the high school, and 55 of them are tuition 
pupils. There is not another high school in the state that 
has as large a number in the high school in proportion to 
the number in the grades. In addition to the regular four-
year high school course, there is a commercial, domestic 
science, and teacher's training course. There are 134 
pupils enrolled in the grades.   
 
Wouldn't Minnie be amazed we are still honoring this 
family treasure, now 115 years old!  
 

    Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore 
    cropped from photo 



 

 



 


