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This is a family history item.  It is likely that of George Washington Seitz, a fifer in the Civil War.  He was my 
great-grandfather.  He lived to be 103½, and I remain amazed that someone who was in the Civil War held me 
on his lap.  He served in Company F, 159th Ohio infantry.   When he moved to Los Angeles, he joined a group 
of Civil War veterans, the Los Angeles’ Stanton Post NO. 55.   In our family records are numerous newspaper 
articles pertaining to this.  
 
In the September 2012 issue of the Pittsford (Vermont) Historical Society newsletter was this item:  “A Minie 
ball named after its co-developer, Claude-Etienne Minie, and the preferred bullet in the Civil War.   It has a 
conical design made to expand under pressure to increase muzzle velocity.”   
 
I thought it was pronounced “my’-nee,” but two online dictionaries say it is “minnie” with a short i.  
 
I knew I had one of these on my printer tray in the study and that It came from the Civil War, most likely from 
George, although my other great-grandfather, Frank Clark Hendee, was a surgeon in the Civil War.   The bullet 
is pictured below.  
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Frank Chester (Chet) Hendee   George Washington Seitz   Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee   Cynthia Ann Hendee Henry (baby)   
A four-generation picture     4227 Halldale Avenue    Los Angeles       1944 

 
George was father of Jennie, who was mother of Chet, who was father of Cynthia 



Further research on the Minie ball revealed the following from Wikipedia:   

“The Minié ball is a type of muzzle-loading spin-stabilizing rifle bullet named after its co-developer, Claude-
Étienne Minié, inventor of the Minié rifle. It came to prominence in the Crimean War and American Civil War.  
The Minié ball was a conical-cylindrical soft lead bullet, slightly smaller than the intended firearm barrel's bore, 
with (originally) four exterior grease-filled grooves and a conical hollow in its base. The bullet was designed by 
Minié with a small iron plug and a lead skirting. Its intended purpose was to expand under the pressure and 
obturate the barrel and increase muzzle velocity.  The precursor to the Minié ball was created in 1848 by the 
French Army captains Montgomery and Henri-Gustave Delvigne. Their design was made to allow rapid muzzle 
loading of rifles, an innovation that brought about the widespread use of the rifle as a mass battlefield weapon. 
Delvigne had invented a ball that could expand upon ramming to fit the grooves of a rifle in 1826. The design of 
the ball had been proposed in 1832 as the cylindro-conoidal bullet by Captain John Norton,  but had not been 
adopted.  The bullet could be quickly removed from the paper cartridge with the gunpowder poured down the 
barrel and the bullet pressed past the muzzle rifling and any detritus from prior shots. It was then rammed home 
with the ramrod, which ensured that the charge was packed and the hollow base was filled with powder. When 
fired, the expanding gas pushed forcibly on the base of the bullet, deforming it to engage the rifling. This 
provided spin for accuracy, a better seal for consistent velocity and longer range, and cleaning of barrel 
detritus.” 

Photographs online reinforced that it was, indeed, a Minie ball that our family owns.  Several were for sale from 
around $20 – 40.  
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