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We are fortunate to have many family treasures passed down to us, both from Daddy's side and Mother's, some 
saved by generations back, then by our grandparents, and on to Mother.   I love dealing with our family 
heirlooms!  
 
This includes a large collection of family Bibles 
from all sides.  I will be working on a 
comprehensive story of these, but, in the meantime, I 
was involved with one in regard to my family 
history story on Linda's and my great grandparents, 
Leander Lewis (Lee) and Laura Laux Moore, 
Illustrations to Bagster's Comprehensive Teachers' 
Bible.  In the back of this Bible are family records, 
written by our ancestors through the years.   
 
Inside the front cover was this loose lock of hair, 
labeled on each end of the little ribbon as belonging 
to Laura Louise Moore (Hendee), Linda's and my 
mother, a precious item to her own mother, Minnie 
Nadine Holwell Moore.    
 
I had started to label it as 1916, the year Mother was 
born.  But, when, I went into my computer files to 
choose a baby picture to include in this story, I was 
reminded that Mother was quite….BALD as a baby.  
So, this lock of hair, saved for nearly 100 years, 

entered the Bible once Mother 
actually grew enough hair to 
spare a snippet for posterity.     
 
So, I chose this photo that best 
shows some curly hair where 
little Laura Louise is viewing 
the family farm with her first 
cousin, Raymond Virgil 
Holwell, Jr., born four months 
after Mother.  (Or, this could 
be the family farm of their 
grandparents, Mary Louisa 
Desdemona Holwell Holwell 
and Robert Emmet Holwell on 
a visit there.) 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
left side of ribbon---  "L L s Hair" ---looks like it was written by someone different than on the other side  

 
right side of ribbon…  "Laura 
Louise"   This was likely 
written by Mother's mother, 
Minnie.    
 
I am placing the lock in a plastic 
bag in a binder with small 
jewelry and such to be passed 
on to the next generation.  
 
To the right shows the Bible in 
which was tucked this special 
memory of my mother. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also inside the  front cover were a collection envelope and a fragile slip of paper with "Philip. 4. 8." written on 
it by one of our long-gone relatives.  The Bible has "Moore" on a following page, Mother's birth name.  I will 
cover this book, beloved by our family, in another story with all the Bibles.   
 
For now, I will just mention the Bible verse.  I was reading the "4" as an "H." so turned to niece Cori for help.    
She correctly deciphered the handwriting, as follows:   

 
Hi Cynthia,  
  
That is referencing the following passage -   
Philippians 4:8 
 
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 
 
It must have been a favorite verse of whoever owned the Bible.  That's a special thing to have.  Thanks for 
sharing. 

Cori  

 
Thanks to Cori for her helpful and thoughtful response….  
 
So, to conclude, when Minnie placed this memento of her only child in the family Bible, I wonder if she mused 
over which descendants might see it someday and what would become of it.  Wouldn’t she---and Mother---be 
pleased to know that it remains kept and treasured to this day, hopefully for many more years to come.  And, we 
are given insight into the mind of a relative in his or her choice of a lovely and inspirational Bible verse.  
 
 
 

 


