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As judged by the heartfelt and emotional note inside this 
covered gravy boat, it is apparent that it is a very special 
Holwell family item.  It measures 8½’ x 5”.     
 
Alice and Bertie Holwell were sisters.  They were the 
daughters of Mary Louisa Desdemona White Holwell 
Jenkins and James Holwell.  Another sister was Mary 

Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell, who was the mother of 
Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore, Sallie Marie Holwell Moore, 
Raymond Virgil Holwell, Sr., and Willard Henry Holwell.    
Minnie was my birth grandmother. After she died of 
tuberculosis, her sister, Sallie, married Minnie's husband and 
my grandfather, Percy Lee Moore.   Alice and Bertie were the 
aunts of Minnie, Sallie, R.V. and Willard.   They were the 
great aunts of my mother, Laura Louise Moore Hendee, and 
my great great aunts.  
 

 
Ever since Mother passed this gravy boat 
down to me, I have proudly displayed it in 
my study full of family treasures and 
pictures.  The person in the photo is Minnie.  
 

 
 



Inside this family heirloom is a note written by Alice in 1934 showing that it originally belonged to Bertie and was passed 
on to Alice by Mary Holwell Jenkins upon Bertie's untimely death.  I don't know why Alice assumed she would "soon 
go," although she did tragically die in a car accident in 1940.  So, it was just as well that Aunt Alice passed her beloved 
gravy boat on to Grandma (Sallie), as had it stayed with her in Montana, it would have just been part or the estate sale, for 
which we also have a record—and gone to a stranger.  I guess "you folks" were her niece, Sallie, and husband, Percy, as 
that is where it ended up.   
 
         1935 
      Bertie's dish bot 1890 
      Mother gave it to me-- 
      I give it to you folks 
      Causes severe sorrow to part with it 
      But I may soon go. 
      Take good care of it 
                   Alice Oct 1934 

 
 

 
On the back we learn prices of the times, 
Alice having written on a scrap of 
newsprint:  Prime Beef Roast for 12¢ and 
Beef Boil for 8¢.  Something for Linda 
to think about when she serves her 
traditional Christmas Eve prime rib 
dinner---for a whole lot more!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Now for a look at the bottom of this gravy boat, 
accompanied by an online picture of the company 
logo, which incorporates the British Royal Coat of 
Arms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The backmark on the gravy boat shows that it is Royal Ironstone China by W. H. Grindley and Co. in England.  There are 
patterns online, including on eBay, by this company, but I did not find any that matches ours in my search for the pattern 
name.  One sentence below indicates Alice's statement of the purchase date of 1890 may be a year off.   

"W H Grindley was an English pottery company that made earthenware and ironstone tableware. The company was 
founded in 1880 by William Harry Grindley of Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent.  The use of  'ENGLAND' indicates a date 1891 
and onwards.  The Royal Arms may only be used by businesses which are holders of a Royal Warrant. Nowadays, Royal 
Warrants are granted to people or companies who have regularly supplied goods or services for a minimum of five 
consecutive years to members of the Royal Family.  However, in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, many potters who 
did not have a Warrant also used the Arms as part of their mark - to gain some sense of importance and value.  In the same 
way, many potters use the name 'Royal' as part of their name or trademark." 

It is interesting that Bertie bought a gravy boat since she never 
married and lived all her life with her mother.  According to Alice’s 
note, it was purchased five years before Bertie’s death.  Perhaps it 
was part of a trousseau in anticipation of an eventual marriage or 
perhaps just for Holwell family use.  There is a mysterious photo of 
Bertie taken in Adrian, Missouri, with a young man identified only 
as "David"----leading back to the trousseau supposition.   
 
Sadly, Bertie was also a victim of the dread disease of tuberculosis, 
known in earlier times as "consumption."  

David (unknown) and Bertie w. Holwell (1869 - 1895)  
 

It is hard to imagine the grief of Mary for the  
loss of her daughter as we see her with her other 
daughter, Alice, in the amazing hats they wore to 
Bertie's funeral.  
 

 
 
 

 
  Mary Louisa White Holwell Jenkins (1842 – 1930)  
Alice Leona Holwell Sartain (1872 - 1940) (right) 

 
 



 
We are fortunate to have this lovely studio portrait of Bertie 
(left) and Alice, likely taken in Adrian, Missouri.   They are 
sure cinched into their dresses, similar in style.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
     Bertie W. Holwell  

    
 

 
 
 
 

 


