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This lovely little spoon (5" long) is one item passed down by Grandma (Sallie Marie Holwell Moore) 
celebrating her graduation from Adrian High School in Bates County, Missouri in 1911.  Two other items for 
this event are her graduation photo, shown below, and the graduation speech, which I have surmised was 
written by Sallie.  Refer to that story for the entire speech and my observations. 

 
 

 
Now, let's take a look at each part.   
 
The bowl is inscribed in pretty script, 
"Class ---11---."    With 106 years 
passing, we must now just know from 
family history which century it is 
referring to.  
 
 
 
 



 
Here is the top of the front 
in its entirety and also in 
two sections.  Since the only 
words are "Missouri," with 
no reference to Adrian High 
School, I guessed that this 
spoon was manufactured for 
all high schools in Missouri.  
To aid in verifying this, I 
looked up the state seal, 
thinking that may be what 
was used for the top. Sure 
enough, they match.  It was 
quite interesting to read 
about the seal on Wikipedia:    
 

The Great Seal of Missouri was adopted in 1822. The center is composed 
of two parts. On the right is the United States coat-of-arms containing the 
bald eagle. In its claws are arrows and olive branches, signifying that the 
power of war and peace lies with the U.S. federal government. On the left 
side of the shield, the state side, are a grizzly bear and a silver crescent 
moon. The crescent symbolizes Missouri at the time of the seal's creation, a 
state of small population and wealth which would increase like the new or crescent moon; it also symbolizes the 
"second son," meaning Missouri was the second state formed out of the Louisiana Territory.  This shield is 
encircled by a belt inscribed with the motto, "United we stand, divided we fall," which indicates Missouri's 
advantage as a member of the United States. The two grizzlies on either side of the shield symbolize the state's 
strength and its citizens' bravery. The bears stand atop a scroll bearing the state motto, "Salus Populi Suprema 
Lex Esto," which means, "Let the welfare of the people be the supreme law." Below this scroll are the Roman 

numerals for 1820, the year Missouri began its functions as a state.  The helmet above the 
shield represents state sovereignty, and the large star atop the helmet surrounded by 23 
smaller stars signified Missouri's status as the 24th state. The cloud around the large star 
indicates the problems Missouri had in becoming a state. The whole state seal is enclosed 
by a scroll bearing the words, "The Great Seal of the State of Missouri."  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

"Missouri" is in capital letters down the handle.  

 
 



Turning the spoon over brought forth additional investigation. 

 

 
It is sterling silver, but, what are these two doves 
with an "M" between them?  Easy enough to find 
out with a simple search:  The insignia matches 
that of the Manchester Silver Co. when it was 
known as "Manchester Mfg Co." of Providence, 
Rhode Island from 1904 to 1914.  

 
Here is the recipient of the spoon in her 1911 graduation photo, 
Sallie Marie Holwell (Moore).   
 
Sallie was actually my great aunt and step grandmother, having 
married my grandfather, Percy Lee Moore, when her sister, 
Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore, died of tuberculosis in 1926.  
 
So Sallie is the "Grandma" Linda and I grew up with, and a dear 
one she was!  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


