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While we have numerous articles and photos of my great grandfather, George 
Washington Seitz, regarding his service in the American Civil War, I believe 
this is the first time I have seen any of his comments toward his time in that 
torturous war.  Our family's articles pertain to George's participation in the Los 
Angeles branch of the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.).  Records indicate 
that George belonged to the Stanton Post #55.  
 
So, imagine how excited and intrigued I was when third cousin Karl Seitz 
posted the passage below on Facebook and then emailed me the entire article 
with date and page number!  Karl is the great grandson of George's brother, 
Enoch Beery Seitz, and we share much information on this family branch, along 
with related lines, such as the Beery limb.  It was a wonderful addition to our 
family history when I found Karl around 1999 through GenForum, thanks to a 
casual reference to this (now-defunct) site in my genealogy class.  Karl is a 
wealth of Seitz information!  He wrote, "The reason I posted the excerpt 
about George W. Seitz and his horse is that I, too, had not seen any 
comments from him about his time in the war." 
 
George Washington Seitz   
(love the flashy tie and jacket!) 

 
To be transported, even for a moment, into the mind of my father's 
grandfather during this perilous time in our country's history is truly a thrill!   
Records (one below) show that George was a fifer in the Civil War, but this 
article has him on a horse in the midst of battle.    
         
One reason I am so taken with George's history is that this Civil War 
veteran held me on his lap when I was a baby.  A major family history 
treasure is the four-generation photo (below) of George Washington Seitz at 
age 102; my grandmother, Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee; my father, Frank 
Chester Hendee; and little me on George's lap.  This was taken in 1944 at 
the home of George and daughter, Jennie, at 4227 Halldale Avenue in Los 
Angeles.  George died at age 103½.  It is fascinating that I am so close to 
what seems like ancient history.  In fact, I am just one touch away from the 
beginning of the United States, as George's father, Daniel Seitz (right), was 
born when George Washington was president.  Our first president was 
inaugurated in 1789, and Daniel was born in 1791.  So, someone (Daniel), 
born at the founding of America, held someone (George), who held me---
amazing!  Two of our family members were beyond their young years when 
they reproduced:  Daniel turned 50 the day before George was born, (16th of 
19); George was 24 when Jennie was born; Jennie was 29 when Daddy was 
born; Daddy was 48 when I was born, thus stretching just five folks out 
from the birth of our country until today, 225 years later.   Grandma Hendee 
was 78 when I was born.                Daniel Seitz     

                   1856    



 
 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Frank Chester Hendee; George Washington Seitz; Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee; Cynthia Ann Hendee     Los Angeles    1944 

 
And, now to the article from Cousin Karl…. 
 
His Facebook posting was on August 25, 2016, with the statement, 
"In this excerpt from a 1940 Los Angeles Times story on a G.A.R. 
observation of the 75th anniversary of the end of the Civil War, 
George W. Seitz (1841-1945) recalls an embarrassing incident from 
his Union Army service in the last days of the war." 
 
The article reads, "Another comrade of Blair, who also served in 
Sheridan's cavalry--98-year-old George Seitz--told of his 
experience in the last days of the conflict, describing a skirmish in 
which his troops retreated momentarily while his horse ran away 
with him toward the 'Johnnies.'  'I sure was embarrassed chargin' the 
enemy all by myself while the other boys was goin' the opposite 
direction,' he grinned.  'All I could do was pull on one rein and try to 
turn that animal, and it finally worked, too."   Good thing!   And, so,  
a glimpse into a very brief, but very intense, moment of the Civil 
War and of our ancestor.  
 
It was so thoughtful of Karl to send me the entire page.   



 
 

 
The caption of this article tells us 
that the women are "daughters of 
union veterans, who acted as color-
bearers."  Grandma Hendee (Jennie) 
was one such daughter, but is she 
there?-----surely so.  This happened 
to be her 74th birthday, being born a 
year to the day following the signing 
at Appomattox ending the Civil War.  
The woman on the far right strongly 
resembles a picture of Jennie taken 
sometime before 1940.  But, if so, 
she certainly shrank and aged in the 
next four years, as seen in the four-
generation photo above.  But, it must 
be Jennie in the group photo as one 
color-bearer.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Los Angeles Times Tue, April 9, 1940 · 
Page 44 

 



Following is my transcription of the article on the previous page:  
 

COMBINED AGE OF FIVE VETERANS TOTAL 465 YEARS 
 
PAST RECALLED --- Among veterans of Civil War who yesterday celebrated 75th anniversary of war's end are 
left to right, Robert C. Blair, 96; Overton H. Mannet, 90; George Seitz, 98; Fred H. Crafts, 90; and N. F. Payne, 
91.  Their combined age is 465.  In background are daughters of union veterans, who acted as color-bearers.  
 
G.A.R.. Observes Civil War End  
 
Survivors Join in 75th Celebration of Veterans' Daughters  
 
"Gen. Lee?" 
 
"Gen. Grant, your servant, sir."  
 
Climax of the Civil War, one of the bloodiest, hardest-fought struggles in world history, came when two 
generals, one from the North, one from the South, thus formally addressed each other at Appomattox, Va. 75 
years ago today.  
 
Word of General Robert E. Lee's surrender raced through the exuberant Union lines, hats were flung into the 
air, muskets banged harmlessly. and men flung themselves into hilarious caperings of triumph.  
 
FOES PRAISED 
 
Such a picture was painted yesterday by Robert C. Blair, State Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
who as a lad was a member of Sheridan's cavalry, which harassed Lee's army in the last days of the four-year 
struggle. 
 
Speaking at an Appomattox Day program under the auspices of the Jessie B. Fremont Tent, Daughters of  
Union Veterans of the Civil War, the 22-year old "boy in blue" told of the "Johnnies" (Confederates) and 
praised them as "just as good men as we were, but on the wrong side of the war."   
 
TROOPS' REACTION 
 
He told of the reaction of the troops when the surrender became known and described the death of a young 
soldier who was shot through the forehead an hour before the war ended.  
 
CHARGIN' ENEMY 
 
Another comrade of Blair, who also served in Sheridan's cavalry--98-year-old George Seitz--told of his experience in the 
last days of the conflict, during a skirmish in which his troops retreated momentarily while his horse ran away with him 
toward the "Johnnies."  "I sure was embarrassed chargin' the enemy all by myself while the other boys was goin' the 
opposite direction," he grinned.  "All I could do was pull on one rein and try to turn that animal, and it finally worked, 
too."  
 
Other G.A.R. veterans who took part in the program are Dr. Overton H. Mannet. 90; former Commander-in-
Chief-of the G.A.R.; Fred H. Crafts, 90; and N. F. Payne, 91.   
 

# 
 



One thing I have learned through genealogy is how very much one does learn from this hobby:  clothing, 
history, customs, foods, words….and so much more.  Here are some of my random observations and 
discoveries from dealing with this most-welcome article:  
  

 Cousin Karl wrote:  "One of the places I looked referred to the 159th as mounted infantry. That would 
explain the horse that didn't behave at first.  Mounted infantry sometimes fought on horses, but the main 
purpose of the horse was to move faster from place to place."  

 
 George was the oldest in the group of Civil War veterans at this event, which perhaps is why he was in 

the middle in the photo. 
 

 It was interesting to see 96-year-old Robert C. Blair on the far left and then to have his introduction to 
the article from his time "as a lad" and "as a member of Sheridan's cavalry."  Further, it states that 
George was also a member of this cavalry, not something I recall seeing before.  We have the 
opportunity here to picture both Robert and George as young men, far different than 75 years later.   

 
 "Philip Henry Sheridan was a Union general in the American Civil War. His career was noted for his 
 rapid rise to major general and his close association with General-in-chief Ulysses S. Grant, who 
 transferred Sheridan from command of an infantry division in the Western Theater to lead the Cavalry 
 Corps of the Army of the Potomac in the East. In 1864, he defeated Confederate forces in the 
 Shenandoah Valley and his destruction of the economic infrastructure of the Valley, called 'The 
 Burning' by residents, was one of the first uses of scorched earth tactics in the war.  In 1865, his cavalry 
 pursued Gen. Robert E. Lee and was instrumental in forcing his surrender at Appomattox."  
 

 As with the other newspaper articles in our family records on George and the G.A.R., it was fun to see 
the sportswear fashion ad for the 1940s vacationing lady!  

 
 My other great grandfather, Clark Kendrick Hendee, also served in the Civil War as an assistant  

surgeon.  We all know from movies and reading what horrible procedures a surgeon of those times had 
to perform on unfortunate wounded soldiers.  

 
 So, what is the G. A. R.?   I knew of it, not only from our family's articles on George and his 

participation, concluding that it was a very significant part of his life, but, from my research on the 
"badge" he and Grandma Hendee---and now I---saved through the years.   More on that below… 

 
 Wikipedia states:  The "Grand Army of the Republic" (G.A.R.) was a fraternal organization composed 
 of veterans of the Union Army (United States Army), Union Navy (U.S. Navy), Marines and the U.S. 
 Revenue Cutter Service who served in the American Civil War for the Northern/Federal forces. Founded 
 in 1866 in Decatur, Illinois, and growing to include hundreds of posts (local community units) across the 
 nation, (predominately in the North, but also a few in the South and West), it was dissolved in 1956 
 when its last member, Albert Woolson (1850–1956) of Duluth, Minnesota, died. Linking men through 
 their experience of the war, the G.A.R. became among the first organized advocacy groups in 
 American politics, supporting voting rights for black veterans, promoting patriotic education, 
 helping to make Memorial Day a national holiday, lobbying the United States Congress to 
 establish regular veterans' pensions, and supporting Republican political candidates. Its peak 
 membership, at more than 490,000, was in 1890, a high point of various Civil War commemorative and 
 monument dedication ceremonies. It was succeeded by the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
 (SUVCW), composed of male descendants of Union Army and Union Navy veterans.  The G.A.R. 
 initially grew and prospered as a de facto political arm of the Republican Party during the heated 
 political contests of the Reconstruction era. The commemoration of Union Army and Navy veterans, 
 black and white, immediately became entwined with partisan politics. The G.A.R. promoted voting 



 rights for then-called "Negro"/"Colored" black veterans, as many white veterans recognized their 
 demonstrated patriotism and sacrifices, providing one of the first racially integrated 
 social/fraternal organizations in America. Black veterans, who enthusiastically embraced the message 
 of equality, shunned black veterans' organizations in preference for racially inclusive/integrated groups. 
 

 "The G.A.R. never opened its ranks to veterans of other wars and, thus, it became a 'last-man club.'"  As 
noted above, "The last member of the G.A.R. was Albert Woolson."  I bring this issue up, as it was 
rumored within our family that George was the "winner" of the "last-man club" of his own Los Angeles 
G.A.R. branch.  When I researched to verify this, it seems that was not the case.  If he was in Stanton 
Post 55, at least three other men survived George.  (See Find-A-Grave for Charles Lysander Chappel.)  
Other family historians can further research this.    

 
 The article references a term I don’t recall in previous organizing of George's materials, "under the 

auspices of the Jessie B. Fremont Tent,"  So, now I know what a "tent" is in G.A.R. lexicon:   
 
 "Local groups, called Tents, are named for Army Nurses who served in the Civil War or any loyal 
 woman of the Civil War era whose patriotic deeds during the years 1861-1865 were recorded." 
 
 Well, so, in addition to the above civil causes the G.A.R. embraced, they also honored women!  
 
 OK---now, to Jessie B. Fremont~~~  what an incredible woman!  You may recall her as the wife of 
 explorer and politician James C. Fremont (and namesake of Fremont Pass in my home state of 
 Colorado), but, she was extremely accomplished in her own right.  Her recognition of having a Tent 
 named after her was not due to her having been a nurse, but in the second category of "patriotic deeds" 
 during the Civil War.   

 From Wikipedia:  Jessie Ann Benton Frémont (May 31, 1824 – December 27, 1902) was an American 
 writer and political activist. 

 Frémont's initial notability came from her family: she was the daughter of Missouri Senator Thomas 
 Hart Benton and the wife of military officer, explorer and politician, John C. Frémont. She wrote many 
 stories that were printed in popular magazines of the time as well as several books of historical value. 
 Her writings, which helped support her family during times of financial difficulty, were memoirs of her 
 husband's, and her own, time in the American West—back when the West was an exotic frontier.  A 
 great supporter of her husband, who was one of the first two Senators of the new U.S. state of California 
 and a Governor of the Territory of Arizona, she was outspoken on political issues and a determined 
 opponent of slavery, which was excluded from the formation of California. By maintaining a high level 
 of political involvement during a period that was extremely unfavorable for women, Jessie Benton 
 Frémont proved herself to be years ahead of her time. One of the most impressive feats of her political 
 career came shortly after Frémont lost his position during the Civil War for issuing his own edict 
 of emancipation, summarily freeing all of the slaves in Missouri, which antedated Lincoln's own 
 Emancipation Proclamation. Jessie actually traveled to Washington and pleaded with Lincoln on 
 behalf  of her husband, but to no avail. 

 There exists a "collection of 271 letters offering insights into the mind and heart of Jessie, across the 
 span of her life, including her husband's presidential campaign, her role in the Civil War, her time as 
 First Lady of the Territory of Arizona, and her impressions of the late 1800s in California." 

 And, a relevant snippet on her husband, he also of many achievements: 



 John Charles Frémont was an American military officer, explorer, and politician who became the first 
 candidate of the anti-slavery Republican Party for the office of President of the United States. 

 A fun and, to me, touching aspect popped out from Karl's posting….  Cousin Mark Seitz responded to 
Karl's Facebook posting, "I recall my grandfather talking about this."   Really???!!!    Someone alive 
today knows about George and his wayward horse---from a living source?!   OK, so, who is Mark Seitz 
and who was his grandfather?  Back to Cousin Karl….   "Mark's grandfather is Carl Nelson Seitz (1914-
1992), a dairy farmer in Putnam County, Ohio.  Carl Nelson Seitz and George Washington Seitz are first 
cousins twice removed.  Carl is descended from Abraham Seitz, a brother of Daniel. I assume that Carl 
met George during one or more of George's visits to relatives in Ohio, most particularly, George's sister, 
Sophrona, who lived in Putnam County and died in 1933."  

 
 Mark knowing of this incident, in 2016, reminds me of one time in Kirkland, Washington around 
 Linda's dinner table when Mother introduced a family tale with, "This is a 100-year-old story."  That 
 instantly caught my fancy, driving itself firmly into my mind; I later wrote Mother's sentence up as its 
 own story.  The power of living, ongoing oral history!  And, here is Mark with a wonderful example---
 and a 155-year-old story--unknown to George's own great granddaughter (me) until today!  It is one 
 feeling to read George's words in a newspaper and yet another form of excitement to suddenly learn it 
 was passed down from George's own telling….to a cousin new to me, a direct link to the past of my own 
 lineage.  
 

 In further keeping alive our Seitz family history, Karl wrote to me, "The Los Angeles Times has recently 
been added to Newspapers.com. And for premium subscribers, it includes editions from the entire 
history of the newspaper. There are other stories involving George in the 1930s and 1940s, mostly as 
part of the coverage of the G.A.R. chapter to which he belonged.  I haven't gone through them yet to see 
if there are any others I want to post to Facebook."  I wonder if Karl will find and post any beyond what 
I sent him from my own collection.   

 
I will now move away from the article, and its revelations in several forms, and go to the memorabilia in my 
own home from George's service in the Civil War and additional photos of him. 
 
First, and most important, as it pertains directly to the theme of this story….George's badge of the Grand Army 
of the Republic...    I have kept it displayed in the printer's tray in my study all these years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
As expected, these are for sale all over the Internet (though 
forbidden to sell during G.A.R. times).  They come in a variety of 
styles and designs; though all with the same basic format.  Of 
interest, was the one exactly matching mine, with the design of 
the eagle identifying it as a "National Officer's Medal; Aide-de-
Camp to the Commander-in-Chief."  Hmmmm….did George 
serve in this capacity?   It sounds pretty impressive.  Back to this 
question later…  

Information on the composition of the badge is from two different 
online sources  

The G.A.R. supported Civil War veterans much like the VFW or 
American Legion supports veterans today.  The G.A.R. medal, 
introduced in 1869, is described in detail in the following excerpt 
from the Anoka Union newspaper, December 21, 1887.  The 

badge of this great fraternity is itself a souvenir of the field and is destined to become a memento to be 
cherished in thousands of American homes as a priceless 
heirloom.  Each Grand Army badge is made of bronze 
from cannon captured from the Confederate foe in 
actual battle on some of the decisive fields of the war.  
The design of the badge, in use since 1869, is one that 
commemorates the great struggle in many ways. The 
pendant of the badge is a five-pointed star, like the Medal of 
Honor granted by Congress, and is made of cannon 
bronze.  The face of the medal has the Goddess of Liberty 
in the center, representing loyalty, and on either side stands 
a soldier and a sailor clasping hands in front of the Goddess 
to represent fraternity.  Two children are kneeling in the 
foreground to receive a benediction and the assurance of 
protection from comrades.  This is the symbol of charity.  
On each side of this center group are the national flag and 
eagle representing freedom and an ax and a bundle of rods 
for representing the union..  In the star points are the emblems of different arms of service, bugle for infantry, 
crossed cannon for artillery, crossed muskets for marines, crossed sabers for cavalry, and an anchor for navy.  
Surrounding the center is the legend, "Grand Army of the Republic, 1861 – Veterans - 1866," the later date 
commemorating the close of the war and the founding of the order.   

The clasp of the badge is an eagle with crossed cannons and ammunition, representing defense.   (This is not the case 
with the clasp of George's badge.  See below for information.)   



The clasp and medal are united by the national flag, which is the ribbon of the order.   It has thirteen stars, I assume to 
represent the thirteen original states.  Many are plain, but George's is banded by "yellow/buff." 

On the reverse side is a laurel branch for victory and  the crown and reward of the brave in each point of the star. The 
National Shield is in the center, surrounded by the 24 recognized Corps Badges, numerically arranged, each on a keystone 
showing that they are united and will protect the union. Around the center is a circle of stars representing the states of the 
union comprising the Grand Army of the Republic.  (There were 34 states at the beginning of the Civil War and 36 at the 
end, admitting Kansas and West Virginia. The badge has 34 stars.) 

The medals were worn on occasions of any G.A.R. meeting or any patriotic ceremony, especially when a veteran wanted 
to be identified as such to the public.  

Now to how ours is different from some of the others I saw online when 
beginning this research….  First, as to its design, one website showed three 
different styles, including that of our family.  It describes ours as~~~  

"Current officers of the G.A.R. wore badges with a rank strap at the top and the flag ribbon edged with a color that 
denoted the level…buff (yellow) for national officers. It should be noted that the insignia on the strap was the wearer's 
position in the G.A.R. not his rank in the military  A badge with the 'Colonel's eagle' would indicate …an Aide de Camp 
to the National Commander if buff." 
 
Since George's badge has the "Colonel's eagle" and is buff-colored on the edges of the flag ribbon, we can discern that he 
was, indeed, an aide-de-camp to the National Commander, but that this was solely his post in the G.A.R., not during the 
Civil War, as queried above.    
 
All this led back to my large collection of information on George, revealing the certificate below, which now makes far 
more sense than when I last worked with it in the 1990s.  I have the original.  (My genealogy teacher consistently stressed 
that we go back through our materials periodically just for this reason.)   It is made out in the name of George W. Seitz 
and is dated March 1, 1939.  It matches his ribbon as an "Aide-de-Camp!" 
 
Below is my transcription of great Grandpa Seitz's Grand Army of the Republic certificate.  The original 
measures 14" x 18½".  In the white flag at the top is written "Headquarters   Grand Army of the Republic."  
Below the eagle is "E pluribus unum," "out of many, one."  

 



GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
 

The Commander in Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic 
 

To Comrade George W. Seitz Greeting 
Reposing especial trust and confidence in your Fidelity and Ability and in 

your Zeal for the interests of the Grand Army of the Republic and devotion to its 
principles, I do by virtue of the power and authority in me vested hereby appoint you 

Aide-de-Camp 
and authorize and empower you to enter upon and perform the duties of said 

office in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of the Grand Army 
of the Republic and for so doing this shall be your Commission. 

Given at the Headquarters of the Grand Army of the Republic Ripley, New York this first day of March 1939. 
 

  Josiah C. Read      Robert M. Rownd  
   Adjutant General     Commander in Chief  

-------------------------------------- 
 

The Adjutant General was Josiah C. Read, who is featured here from online information:   
 

"Maintaining his health to the last, Comrade Read 
died suddenly May 22, 1939 from a heart attack 

at the home of his son-in-law, Dr. Nathan B. Van 
Etten, 120 W. 183rd St., Bronx, N.Y.  His war record began in 1861 at the age of 15 

years and terminated at the close of the Civil 
War, during which time he experienced many 

hazardous encounters with the enemy." 
------------------------------------- 

It was difficult to read the signature of the Commander in Chief, as it was shaky, seemingly by an elderly man.  
Sure enough, when I tried "Rownd" online, with success, Robert was 94 when he signed George's certificate.  
We learn more about him, being able to picture  him as a young soldier with a very interesting initial military 
adventure:.  

"Robert McKee Rownd, 104-year old former national Commander of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, died about 2:30 o'clock this morning (May 17, 1949) in his Ripley home. 
He had been ill since last June, when a heart attack prevented him from attending the last 
encampment of the New York State GAR in Rochester. Mr. Rownd was born October 
22, 1844, in East Noble County Ohio, 25 miles from Marietta. He was 17 when he 
volunteered for service in the Union Army. He was accepted as a drummer in the 25th 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. However, his parents objected because of his extreme youth 
and obtained his release. Thereupon, he ran away from home and traveled 377 miles by 
rail, boat and foot in an attempt to join the 30th Ohio Volunteers at Beckley, West 
Virginia. The officers of the Regiment rejected his pleas when they learned his age and 
he went back home." 



 
 

On page 7 above is shown the printer's tray where I display various small "treasures," including George's 
G.A.R. badge.  Also circled in that picture is this Civil War bullet.  The picture to the left shows the printer's 
tray in my study, along with the what-not shelf Mrs. Foster, an elderly neighbor, gave me while I was in grade 
school in Denver.  The woman in the photo is mother's mother, Minnie Nadine Holwell Moore.   
 

While the bullet could have been saved 
by my other great grandfather, Clark 
Kendrick Hendee, it seems George 
was the veteran who saved 
memorabilia.  An online quote is a 
grim reminder of the horrors of 
war:  "Due to the high price of 
ammunition, there will be no 
warning shot." 
 

 
            
 
           Miinie ball from Civil War   

 



The what-not shelf is where I keep another Civil War item of George's ---this Los Angeles railway ticket!  For 
$1.25 you could get a weekly pass!  George was chosen, at age 99, to represent the G.A.R., identified as 
"Patriotic Instructor" for the organization.  Below his photo is written, "G.A.R. Memorial Day Parade and 
Ceremony  1 o' clock at Coliseum   Take cars K, U, V, F, 5, 9, 10 or Figueroa Coach." 

 
Mentioned above was a record of George 
having served as a fifer in the Civil War. 
Here it is.  The top part is in my 
handwriting, that I found it in my History of 
the Descendants of Nicholas Beery, 
inherited from Grandma Hendee.  At the 
bottom, it states that this information was 
"copied from record at State House 
Lincoln, Nebraska in 1919" and that 
George's name was "erroneously spelled 
'Leitz.'"  
 
The document informs us, "George Seitz 
Private (fifer) Reg. 159 Ohio Co. F. 
National Guard Infantry   Served from May 
2 to Aug. 23 1864 (112 days)   Enrolled and 
mustered out at Janesville Ohio. Home near 
Bremen, Fairfield Co. Ohio.    
P.O. North Berne (Berne Station)" .  
 
 
 
 

 



Similar information is found on the back of George's Grand Army of the Republic certificate.  This is in Jennie's 
handwriting, except the second "fifer" which is in mine to make sure that is clear.  
 

 
 
George Seitz    Private   (FIFER)        1st certificate of membership of GAR  
Served from May 2 to Aug 22 1864    Enrolled and mustered out at Janesville, Ohio 
Born & reared on parents' farm about 1 mi. So. of their P.O. N. Berne    (Berne Station) Fairfield, Co., Ohio. 
2nd Declaration of Independence of USA    1776  
 
However, in reviewing a draft of this story, Cousin Karl wrote, "I think you may have George in the wrong 
unit.  That, or he served at two different times, which isn't unusual...  The National Park Service Soldiers and 
Sailors database does have a George Seitz in the 159th Regiment of the Ohio National Guard, but it also has a 
George W. Seitz in the 17th Regiment Ohio Voluntary Infantry. I think our George was in the 17th  Regiment." 
 
Karl also reminded me of Jason Lantzer's book, “Prohibition Is Here to Stay” The Reverend Edward S. 
Shumaker and the Dry Crusade in America, referencing the footnote on page 192 that George and his brother, 
Noah (also listed in the database), served in the 17th regiment of Ohio. (See my family history account of Jason's 
book for the parts pertaining to our Seitz line.)  It is always sad to recall from Grandma Hendee's notes that 
Noah, who enlisted at age 17, died from complications of typhoid fever, reportedly eating too soon while still 
recovering; this was during his time in the service, while still just 17.  More on Noah below… 
 
Karl also stated, "Another possible source of error is the reporter for the Los Angeles Times who may have 
misunderstood whether George actually served under Sheridan."  One certainly learns in this hobby that any 
records can be erroneous, as frequently discussed in genealogy class.  
 
I continued Karl's research, my first time on this database (fun!), and, did indeed, find George W. Seitz. See 
below).  
  
Here is what was posted on The National Park Service Soldiers and Sailors database for George W. Seitz in the 
159th:    

Seitz , George  

Battle Unit Name:     159th Regiment, Ohio Infantry (National Guard) 
Side:      Union 
Company:      F 



Soldier's Rank In:     Private 
Soldier's Rank Out:   Private 
Alternate name: 
Film Number:     M552 ROLL 96 
Plaque Number: 
Notes:      none  

 
Organized at Zanesville, Ohio, and mustered in May 9, 1864. Left State for Harper's Ferry, W. Va., May 9. 
Assigned to 3rd Separate Brigade, 8th Army Corps, Middle Department. At Maryland Heights till May 17. Guard 
duty in the Defences of Baltimore, Md., and guarding bridges along Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore 
Railroad by Detachments till July. Battle of Monocacy Junction, Md., July 9. Expedition to Parkesville July 12. 
Companies "B" "E" "G" and "I" guard railroad at Havre de Grace July 28 to August 13. Ordered home August 
13, and mustered out August 24, 1864. 

Karl continues:  "By now, I had hoped to put together an argument for which unit George W. Seitz served in 
during the Civil War (or perhaps both).  I thought I was close to placing him definitely in the 17th Ohio, but I've 
just discovered that the 159th participated in a battle in which a portion of its infantry was mounted, which 
would fit the newspaper story, although Sheridan was definitely not over the 159th at that time.  I can disprove 
the possibility that both men are our George. Their service periods both cover some of the same months in 
1864.  The George W. in the 17th Ohio served about a year-and-a-half starting in January 1864." 

However, after Karl completed his research as to which unit George served in, he wrote the following:   
 
"I have the answer for the unit in which George served.  He did serve in the 159th.  The answer was hidden in 
one of the electronic books I have collected. I found the information after I had used the 1850 census to find 
other George Seitzes in Fairfield County.  Fortunately, a family that had adopted the Sites name was mislisted 
as Seitz, although I was going to check Sites, too.  Emanual Sites, who married two Beery women in 
succession, is somebody I have looked at before to see if he is related to our Seitz family. He isn't, as far as I 
can tell, even though he moved from York County, Pennsylvania to Fairfield County, Ohio. Anyway, Emanual 
had a son named George W. Sites born in 1844. This George has a biography in the 1912 book, History of 
Fairfield County, Ohio and Representative Citizens, edited and compiled by Charles C. Miller.  In the 
biography, it says George W. Sites enlisted in Co. A of the 17th OVI in January 1864, was with Sherman in his 
march to the sea and was discharged at Louisville, July 16, 1865. All of which corresponds with the history of 
the 17th…   Therefore, he is the George W Seitz found in the National Park Database (and the Official Roster of 
Ohio Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion). Your great grandfather is the one listed as George Seitz or Steiz in 
the 159th." 
  
Karl continued, "I have some other things I want to explore about your great grandfather's service, but the 
biggest question is answered. How George and David Shumaker ended up running around together for a while 
remains a minor mystery, unless it was David's wife (George's sister, Sarah) who brought them together." (See 
Shumaker reference above.) 
 
One thing I have learned from working on this story is that descendants of George Seitz and Clark Hendee are eligible to 
join either Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War or Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
 



Since I am dealing with all this, I may as well sidestep over to George's brother, Noah Seitz, my great grand 
uncle.  It was so interesting to become familiar with the database of The National Park Service Soldiers and 
Sailors that I researched Noah as well.  I knew from Grandma Hendee's records that Noah had joined the army 
early and that he reportedly had died of complications from typhoid fever.  So, back into the Seitz Bible I went, 
yielding the following results.  All writing is by Noah's niece and my grandmother, Jennie Florence Seitz 
Hendee. At this time, I do not have any photos of Noah.  
 

\ 
 
6.  Noah Seitz born Aug. 24 1844 
 

 
 

Noah Seitz 
 

who left home unannounced to join the northern army  He was home once on a furlough.  I saw somewhere in 
print that he was killed in battle, but his 1st coz. Samuel Spittler (sic) told me he was with the 17 yr. old boy 
when he died and stated further that he was just recovering from typhoid fever and when alone for a short time 
found his way to the commissary where he overate and thereby caused his own death.  In those days typhoid 
was little understood and many a death resulted from eating too soon & too much. 
               J. Hendee  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Now to the database…entry below…   This reinforces that Noah was, indeed, a private in the 17th Regiment in 
Company B, as per the records above.   It puzzled me to see "Soldier's Rank Out" as still a private.  I would 
have assumed that meant the soldier left the army alive, but, perhaps it means what rank he was if he died while 
still in service.   

Seitz, Noah  

Battle Unit Name: 17th Regiment, Ohio Infantry 
Side:   Union 
Company:  B 
Soldier's Rank In: Private 
Soldier's Rank Out: Private 
Alternate name: 
Film Number:  M552 ROLL 96 
Plaque Number: 
Notes:      none  
 
The database provides information on the activities of each unit.  The entry for the 17th is quite long, as 
compared to George's 159th above.  Below is jut a fragment of the entry for the 17th, pertaining to the dates 
surrounding Noah's reported death.  If Noah did die on January 12, 1862, perhaps he was left behind in 
Somerset, as the unit was in advancement on Camp Hamilton on January 1 - 17, 1862.  
 
"Operations about Mill Springs and Somerset, Ky., December 1-13, 1861. Advance on Camp Hamilton January 
1-17, 1862. Battle of Mill Springs January 19-20. Moved from Mill Springs to Louisville Ky., February 10-16, 
thence to Nashville, Tenn." 
 
At the end of the entry on the 17th, it lists the numbers and types of deaths.  If Samuel's information is accurate, 
Noah would be one of the 154 men to die of disease.  
 
"Regiment lost during service 6 Officers and 71 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 1 Officer and 
154 Enlisted men by disease. Total 232." 
 
And, now for Noah's first cousin, Samuel Spitler….   This name might not have meant much to me, just some 
distant collateral line.  However, it has a great deal of meaning, thanks to Grandma Hendee.  She really knew 
and took an interest in family history, and I am so fortunate to have been the recipient of her records.   I didn’t 
really discuss much of anything with her, being as I was pretty young and she was pretty old, and I had no idea 
of family history at that time.  Going out from Colorado to Los Angeles to visit her every few years just meant 
Disneyland, the ocean and Knott's Berry Farm to me.  But, somehow Mother picked up on a wonderful tidbit.       
 
There was a woman, Kay Brooks (Catharine Mae Spitler Brooks), who worked 
with Mother at Merrill Junior High in Denver.  They were very good friends 
and part of a group of seven women who were so close through their working 
years and friends through life.  Just one remains as of this writing.  Kay's 
father (Clark Spitler) had served as assistant principal at East High and 
principal at North High in Denver.  I have no idea how Grandma Hendee knew 
of our connection to Clark and Kay, but she always said we were related to 
that line of Spitlers.  Kay and I also became good friends, and Kay always said 
it didn’t matter how we were related, as long as she could call me, "Cuz."   
But, this possible connection did not just become known when Mother and 
Kay worked together.  It was brought up many years prior.  May Margaret was 
my half-sister.  Both she and Kay were born in 1922.  Kay's obituary states 
that she attended Steele Elementary School, so apparently May Margaret did, as well.  It opened in 1913.   
 



Kay told me that during their first grade year she approached May Margaret on the playground, announcing, 
"We're cousins!"  May Margaret denied any such thing, though later learned she had to eat her words, perhaps 
as an adult.  Again, I don't know how this came about---how Clark knew and how Grandma Hendee knew.  Too 
bad the main characters in the story are no longer around for me to clarify what I heard so long ago---or that I 
didn’t write it down at the time.  But, close enough…  
 
Anyway, I was always curious to trace back and find Kay's and my most recent common ancestor to see exactly 
how we are related.  I remember being so excited one day many years ago to do just that while continuing to 
sort through and organize Grandma Hendee's numerous records, many on scraps of paper and backs of 
envelopes.  I may have called Kay (or Mother) right then and there; plus I was soon going to Denver and was 
able to take my newly-made family tree chart to show her.  We are fifth cousins!   
 
So, to see that Samuel Spitler, first cousin to Noah, served with him brings the Spitler line even closer to home.  
Below is Samuel's entry in the database of The National Park Service Soldiers and Sailors.   

Spitler, Samuel M. 

Battle Unit Name: 17th Regiment, Ohio Infantry 
Side:   Union 
Company:  B 
Soldier's Rank In: Private 
Soldier's Rank Out: Corporal 
Alternate name: 
Film Number:  M552 ROLL 103 
Plaque Number: 
Notes:    none  
 
 
And, I finish with additional pictures of George Washington Seitz through the years.  Unless noted, they are undated.   

 
 
 

This may be a tintype (in leather-clad case) that replaced the ambrotype of the 1850s, depending on when it was taken.  
(information compliments of Karl Seitz) 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Photo taken in 1931 with drawing of same done by George's great granddaughter, Eleanor Maxine Hendee Festerly (my half-sister) 

 
George was single during his time of Civil War service.  On January 19, 1865, he married Mary Elizabeth 
Larimer.  My grandmother, Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee, was their first of four children, born, as mentioned, a 
year to the day from the ending of the Civil War….and a year to the month following Lincoln's assassination.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
George Washington Seitz and wife, Mary Elizabeth Larimer Seitz 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These two pictures are made of glass. 
 
                              Mary Elizabeth Larimer Seitz and George Washington Seitz  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 100th birthday in 1942         
   This picture is in its original oval frame of domed glass. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

This was taken on George's 
102nd birthday in 1943.  
Further family history notes 
were made on the back by his 
daughter, Jennie.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
I have treasured 
the pictures of 
my ancestors 
and other 
relatives, 
enjoying them 
on the wall of 
my study for 42 
years.  Mother's 
side is on the 
right and 
Daddy's on the 
left.  The 
pictures used in 
this story that 
are displayed on 
the wall are 
circled in red, 
four in a group 
and the domed 
photo in the 
upper left 
corner.  The 
photo of 
George's father, 
Daniel Seitz, is 
in a blue 
rectangle with 
the arrow pointing to it.  The Seitz Bible is on the left corner of the bookcase.  

 
This story on a little personal history of the Civil War service of George Washington Seitz is with thanks to Karl Seitz 
who found and made available to our branch a peek into a moment of my great grandfather's service and provided much 
additional information through his knowledge and research.    
 


