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This is the story of why my great grandfather was named “George.”  It traces back to the ancestor of a former colleague, 
Renee Kenner.  She and I became friends, doing genealogy trips and workshops together.   
 
Lavonna, my genealogy class teacher, stated that we often learn things at such workshops just by talking to people at 
lunch.  Indeed!  There Renee and I were on lunch break at a seminar in Modesto when the following story emerged.  I 
mentioned, in some context, the name of my great grandfather, George Washington Seitz, a fifer in the Civil War.  And, 
so followed a story!  It turns out that an ancestor of Renee’s was a man named George Eskridge, and here is how our first 
president became the namesake of Renee’s several-greats grandfather.  
 
The Eskridges lived in Westmoreland County, Virginia, as did the family of Mary Ball (Washington) 
(right).  Mary had lost her parents early in life, and her mother had named George as Mary’s guardian, 
also serving as her mentor. Mary thought so highly of her faithful friend that when her first son and 
future president was born, she named him George.   
 
George Eskridge’s daughter, Margaret, married a man named Kenner, the name tracing down to my 
friend, Renee Kenner 
 

While perhaps common back then to 
name a son after our first president, my 
great great grandfather, Daniel Seitz (left), 
may have been drawn to this name, 
having himself been born in 1791 during 
the first term of President George 
Washington.  However, Daniel waited 
until he had his 18th child by his second 
wife to decide to honor the president with 
a namesake, little George Washington 
Seitz (right). born December 18, 1841.  
  
And, so, because Mr. and Mrs. Eskridge 
chose to name their son George, thus was 
a great leader of our country and, hence, 
my own ancestor.    
     
   

 
 
 
I decided to research George Eskridge (right) and see if there is any of this tale in his 
records.  Sure enough!  George came from England where, at age 10, he was seized into a 
press gang and taken to Virginia as an indentured servant.   He became an eminent lawyer, 

serving in the House of Burgesses.  He owned over 12,000 acres.  “It is little wonder that so 
capable and solemn a man was the guardian selected by the mother for her soon-to-be-
orphaned daughter, Mary Ball, later the mother of George Washington.  Mary Ball named 
her son out of devotion to George Eskridge.”   It is fun to know that my friend, Renee, is a 
direct descendant of George Eskridge!  
 
 
 
 


