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This "gold-filled" pencil has much information on it, though a mystery remains---what was great Uncle E. B.'s 
involvement in a steeplechase!  It is 5¼" long.  It came down to me through Grandma Hendee (Jennie Florence 
Seitz Hendee).  
 
I explored parts of the pencil years ago, taking the above pictures.  I knew that "E.B." stood for "Enoch Beery," 
but did not know then whether it belonged to the elder Enoch Beery Seitz, brother of my great grandfather, 
George Washington Seitz (Jennie's 
father) or to Grandma Hendee's brother, 
also named Enoch Beery Seitz.  Since 
the elder E.B. was a famous 
mathematician of the late 1800s, I 
assumed the pencil was his.  Wrong!   
And, it does make more sense for 
Grandma Hendee to have ended up with 
an object belonging to her brother than 
that of her uncle, such being passed 
down his direct line.   
 
Liking this family object, I included it 
in a shadow box that I created and hung 
in my antique-style guest room for 
many years, as seen here.  It is the 
longer of the two writing instruments.  
 
 
 



Well, due to deciding to remove the tiny pin on the handkerchief (from Mother's side) and currently organizing my Seitz 
branch, I took both objects off the frame in order to send them to other sources.  This pencil will go to the Roy Ernest 
Seitz line, brother of Jennie and E.B. and my great uncle.   
 
Great Uncle E. B. was married to Irma Jean Aitkin Seitz; they had no children.  They lived in San Francisco some of their 
life.  Linda and I believe we never met them. .  
 
Back to the pencil… 

 
The top is quite decorative.  I had no idea what it represented all 
these years until beginning this story.  Turns out it was the Cadillac 
logo until the beginning of the 21st century...  Even though Daddy 
always drove a Cadillac, I never thought about, nor noticed, the 
emblem, much less the six ducks on it.  What are those about?  So, 
to the trusty Internet….  What one learns from this hobby!   

"The Shocking Origin and History of the Cadillac Emblem 

"The Cadillac emblem as we know it began as the family crest 
of Antoine de la Mothe Cadillac, the founder of the city of Detroit. 
The man asserted that the lineage was tied to old French royalty, 
thus meaning the Cadillac coat of arms was designed centuries 
before America was discovered, but many believe Antoine 
designed the crest himself when he married in 1687, taking its 
looks from his neighbor Baron Sylvester of Esparbes de Lussan. In 
reality, it’s possible Antoine invented much of his noble ancestry. 

"The first automotive Cadillac emblem featured the following design elements: 

 The Couronne (Crown): The six ancient counts of France, with the pearls being descendancy from the royal 
counts of Toulouse. 

 The Merlettes: Commonly known as “the ducks,” these 6 birds appear in trios to symbolize the Holy Trinity, 
with three on one side representing the nobility of the mother’s lineage and the others representing the father’s 
noble lineage. The use of the birds comes from the time of the Crusades. 

 Color Stripes: Black (superiority), gold (riches), red (boldness), silver (virtue), and blue (valor). The black stripe 
itself is indicative of an award for Crusader service. 

 The Laurel Wreath: A symbol of aristocracy and victory."  (surrounding the emblem, not shown on E. B.'s pencil) 

Next aspect----speaking of "Cadillac," it was not until dismantling part of the shadow box to pass this pencil on to the Roy 
E. Seitz branch did I observe the writing on the side, so delicately engraved, verifying that it belonged to the younger 
E.B., as the elder (brother of George Washington Seitz) had died prior to the date on the pencil, 1923.   While I thought 
one could find anything online, that may not be the case, as I could not find an entry for this inscription.  Perhaps a reader 
of this story can be more successful.  At any rate. it seems great Uncle E. B. earned an honor in a steeplechase (horse race 
or other athletic event) sponsored by Cadillac.    

 
First Class Rider Cadillac Steeplechase of 1923 



Now to the area around the top…  Below the Cadillac emblem is a decorative 
ring.  Underneath that, on two lines, are  the very difficult words to make out:   
"WAHL-EVERSHARP gold-filled made in U.S.A."  
  
The website of the company, still in business, informs us, "The name WAHL-
EVERSHARP is a proud one in the history of writing instruments.  The 
inventor and first successful mass marketer of the mechanical pencil goes back 
to 1915."  
 
The top screws off to hold lead inside, but is now empty.  The top of this 
cartridge has a protective metal piece so the lead can be singly dispersed.  
 
Similar Wahl pencils are on sale on eBay and featured on Etsy.   It is fun to 
compare them and read about their distinctive features!  
 

  
Another artifact of E. B.'s was this lock of hair.  My 
father had said it was E. B.'s, and I assumed it was that 
of the elder Enoch Beery Seitz, so sent it to his 
descendant, Cousin Karl Seitz.  We later agreed that it 
was more likely from the younger E. B.  Oh, well, at 
least it remains in the hands of a Seitz.  I had displayed 
it on the antique what-not shelf in my study.   
 

 
So, what did great Uncle E. B. look like?  How nice that we have some photos!  
 
One of my favorite family pictures is of his graduation from Effingham (Illinois) High School in 1901, the town 
of my father's birth.  He is the tall fellow in the middle back.  I love the long-stemmed corsages pinned upside 
down on the girls' lovely dresses!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Next is another favorite, sent by Seitz cousin, 
Nancy Ann Neeper…E.B. in his room 
somewhere.  Refer to my story on this photo.  
Of primary interest is that he has a photo of 
his grandfather and my great great 
grandfather, Daniel Seitz, hanging on the wall.  
I also have an original (or perhaps this very 
one) hanging on the wall of my study!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is a family photo of two siblings, Grandma Hendee and her brother, E.B., along with Jennie's 5 children 
and E.B.'s wife.     It was taken in Effingham in 1907.  

 
Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee and her children (Mary Lu, Frank Chester, Harold Harlow, Vera Lucile on stoop, baby Ena 
Virginia); Enoch Beery Seitz and wife Irma Jean  

 
 



And, here is one more picture of E.B., the steeplechase guy, in his later years (#8 below), taken in Maywood, 
California on May 24, 1940---quite the family reunion, George and his three children!   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
1.  Roy Ernest Seitz    (son of George Washington Seitz; brother of Enoch and Jennie)  
2.  Rosa Seitz     (wife of Roy Seitz) 
3.  Matilda Larimer Wright??? (descendant of collateral line of Mary Elizabeth Larimer Seitz, deceased wife of George)  
4.  Stanley Randolph Seitz   (son of Roy and Rosa Seitz)  
5.  Carl Wright???   (husband of Matilda)  
6.  Frank Clark Hendee   (husband of Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee--died December 1940)  
7.  Jennie Florence Seitz Hendee  (daughter of George Washington Seitz; sister of Roy and Enoch)  
8.  Enoch Beery Seitz (E.B.)    (son of George Washington Seitz; brother of Roy and Jennie)  
9. George Washington Seitz   (a fifer in the Civil War; father of Roy, Jennie, and Enoch, all pictured)  
 
 
 


