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Thank goodness for the Internet in transcribing certain documents!  When unable to 
read some words, it sure works to plug in the words around them to figure out the 
whole passage.  This worked on several aspects in the documents below where I 
could not make out the handwriting and was not familiar with the legal context.  
Mysteries solved! 
 

These documents are thanks to third cousin, Lisa 
Misch, who is descended from John Melvin Moore, 
brother of Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore.  Lisa is a 
wealth of knowledge on the Moore line and has 
provided me with so very much information. 
   
Both Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore and Laura Laux 
Moore, my great grandparents, died at such young 
ages, in 1885 and 1887, respectively. (Both are 
pictured on this page.) This left their two living 
children, Percy Lee Moore (my grandfather) and 
Gertie Cecil Moore (my great aunt), orphaned as little children.  Percy was 4 
when his father died and 6 when his mother died. Gertie was 2 and 4, 
respectively.  Rising to the tragic occasion, Leander's brother, Charles Henry 
Moore, and wife, Annie Nuckols Moore, took them in following Laura's death.  

Lisa says they welcomed the young children with open and loving arms.  The couple later had three children of 
their own.  Mother spoke so fondly of "Aunt Annie."  Uncle Charley died before Mother was born.  
 
Leander had left a will prior to his death.  Then, when Laura died, the 
documents below were drawn up to name Charles Henry Moore as 
administrator.  
 
This document is officially called, "Will Probate and Letter of 
Administration with Will Annexed." 
 
Online tells us:  "This Petition requests appointment of an Administrator of 
the Estate and the Administrator has to follow the direction of the Will when 
distributing the Estate assets.  It is filed when an individual has executed a 
Will, but has failed to name an Executor in the Will; or the Executor does not 
wish to serve; and there is not an alternate Executor named; or all of the 
named Executors have predeceased the decedent."  
 
Here is information pertaining to the documents below: 
 
 

 I wasn't sure of the second initial of the probate judge, Mr. Francisco.  There are both a J. J. Francisco 
and a J. S. Francisco in Bates County at this time.  The second initial looks more like an "S" to me, 
different than his first initial J.  A website on the history of Bates County, in regard to an old courthouse 
building, tells us,   

  



 
 "This 75-foot-square brick building, in the center of the 300-foot public square, had five rooms on the first 
 floor, three on the second and two large rooms on the third floor, leased by local civic or fraternal 
 organizations. In 1899, after being declared unsafe, the building was sold for $500 to the highest bidder, J. S. 
 Francisco. The court moved into temporary quarters in January 1900." 
 

 J. J. Francisco is on page 21 of  History of Bates County, Missouri, "J. J. Francisco, vice-president" of The 
Farmers and Manufacturers Bank of Rich Hill, which opened in 1882." 

 
 De Bonis Non administratis, Latin for "of goods not administered," is a legal term for assets remaining in an 

estate after the death or removal of the estate administrator. The second administrator is called the administrator 
De Bonis Non and distributes the remaining assets. 

 
 s.s. § or ss., abbreviation for scilicet, meaning "namely" or "as follows"; ss, abbreviation for sensu stricto, 

meaning "in the strict sense"  
 

 "to all persons to whom these presents shall come greeting": 

 "It is a very formal (or dated) version of 'to whom it may concern.' because these are not sent to a named 
 recipient, but open letters intended to attest to something, and thus be presented to the public at large." 

On the second page, one of the signers is J. H. McCombs.  While I had one record of him in my computer as Jesse 
Holland McCombs, I still could not figure out who he was.  Also, shown below, a family Bible entry says that Laura died 
in the home of J. H. McCombs.  So, turning to Cousin Lisa, she, once again, came through.  All very interesting…. 

"He is a nephew to Jane McCombs, wife of William Moore. William and Jane are the parents of your Leander Lewis 
(Lee) Moore and my John Melvin Moore. So, he is first cousin to Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore and John Melvin Moore.  
Jesse Holland McCombs' father, James M McCombs, was the brother to Jane.  James M. McCombs died in Edmonson 
County, Kentucky in 1858.  Sometime between, 1860 and 1870, Elthea, wife of James, and some of her children moved to 
Bates County.   I'm assuming, this is the reason our Moore family moved to Bates County. The family lore is that family 
told them that Bates County was a better place for cattle and grazing than Pettis County.  L. L. Moore and Charles 
Moore's occupation was as a butcher. They owned a butcher shop in Bates County."   
 
Along with Jesse Holland McCombs, another signer is J. M. Moore.  This is John Melvin Moore, discussed above, sibling 
of Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore and Charles Henry Moore and grandfather of Lisa Misch, the contributor of all this 
information.  
 
Following is my transcription of the document below:   
 
 
Estate of Leander L. Moore  Dec d. 
 
Letters of Administration De Bonis Non with the will annexed 
 
County of Bates  ss.  
 
 The State of Missouri, to all persons to whom these presents shall come greeting: 
 
Know ye that the last will of Leander L. Moore, Deceased, that in due form of law, been exhibited proved and recorded, a 
copy of which is hereto annexed. And whereas letter testamentary on the Estate of said Leander L. Moore. Deceased. were 
on the 1st day of May A.D 1885.granted Laura Moore of said County, who then and there took upon herself the 
Administration of said Estate and whereas on the 10th day of March 1887 the said Laura Moore departed of this life, 
leaving a part of said Estate unadministered. Now therefore to the end that the property of the testator may be preserved to 
those who may appear to have a legal right or interest therein - and that said last will may be executed according to the 
request of the testator we do hereby appoint C. H. Moore Administrator De Bonis Non with the will of the said Leander L. 
Moore. Deceased annexed and authorize him the said C. H. Moore to collect and secure, all and singular the goods and 



chattels, rights and credits which were of the said Leander L. Moore at the time of his death and which were not 
administrated by the said Laura Moore in whosoever possession the same may be found and to perform and fulfill all such 
duties as may enjoined upon him, and in general to do and perform all other things which are now or hereafter may be 
required by law. 
 
 In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of said Court.  Done at the office in Butler this 30th 
day of March 1887,  
 
  J. S. Francisco 
 
  Probate Judge   
 
Administrators Oath. 
 
State of Missouri   
   }  ss  
County of Bates  
 
   C. H. Moore Administrator De Bonis Non 
 
With the will of Leander L. Moore Deceased annexed. Being duly sworn upon his oath says that he will make a perfect 
inventory of the Estate and faithfully execute the last will of the said Leander L. Moore, Deceased, pay the debts and 
legacies as far as the assets will extend and the law direct render just accounts and faithfully perform all things required by 
law touching such Administration.   
 
    C. H. Moore 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 30th day of March 1887.  
 
     J. S. Francisco 
     Probate Judge.  
 
 
  Administration Bond 
 
Know all men by these presents that we C. H. Moore  as principal and J. M. Moore and J. H. McCombs as securities are 
held and firmly bound unto the State of Missouri in the sum of Three Thousand Dollars for the payment of which we bind 
ourselves, our heirs, executors and administrator.  The condition of the above bond is that if C. H. Moore, administrator  
De Bonis Non with the will  annexed of Leander L. Moore. Deceased shall make a perfect inventory of the Estate and 
faithfully execute the will of the testator pay the debts and legacies as far as the assets will extend and the law direct, 
render just accounts pay and deliver all money and property of said Estate and perform all other things touching the 
execution of the said last will and testament required by law on order of court, then the above obligation to be void, 
otherwise to remain in full force.  
 
     C. H. Moore.  seal 
     J. M. Moore.  seal 
     J. H. McCombs.  seal 
 
Taken, approved and recorded this 30 day of March 1887, 
 
     J. S. Francisco  
             Probate Judge.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
On this document, Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore is listed on the eighth line down:    
 
Moore, Leander L    248 - 249 - 250 - 251 - 252  
 

. 
 
 



 
MAPS OF MISSOURI AND BATES COUNTY 

 
Bates County, home of our Holwell and Moore ancestors, is on the border of Missouri next to Kansas.  Butler 
and Adrian are 11 miles apart by car.   Butler is the home of the Moore roots and Adrian of Holwell roots, both 
families owning farms outside these towns. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Following are additional death records of Leander Lewis and Laura Laux Moore.   
 
We have several family Bibles that were passed down to us from Mother.  In one are the entries below.  A 
photocopy is on page 13.    
 
"L(eander) L(ee) Moore born July 15 1853 Pettis Co. Mo.   (A record on Ancestry.com says 1851, as does his tombstone) 
L. L. Moore married to Laura Laux May 29, 1879 
Died Feb. 5, 1885 at Home    
Place 10 mi N.E. of Butler (Mo.) 
Buried at Bethel Cemetery. Bates County, Missouri"  
 
"Laura Laux Moore born in Jan 8, 1856.  Illonois (sic)  (crossed out) Scotland Co.  
Died at J. H. McCombs near Altona, Mo.  March 10, 1887. 
Buried in Bethel Cemetery" 
 
Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore was 31 (of 33) years old when he died.  An obituary follows.  "Consumption" 
(tuberculosis) was certainly one dread disease of the times, with Percy's wife (my grandmother, Minnie Nadine 
Holwell Moore) dying from it in 1926, as well as other Holwell relatives.  (The Holwell line was from nearby 
Adrian.)  "Faithful to his trusts" is a common phrase found online.  
 
Obituary of Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore: 
 
"Lee Moore departed this life Feb. 5, 1885, in Bates County Mo.  He was a young man of more than ordinary 
energy in the business affairs of life.  By indomitable perseverance and untiring industry he had accumulated 
considerable property, and made a large circle of friends.  By exposure he was made a victim of that dread 
disease consumption. He braced himself against its attacks for several years, but at last yielded to his fate as we 
all do.  He died as he lived, faithful to his trusts.  He was born July 15, 1857, and was married to Miss Laura 
Laux, May 29, 1879.  He leaves a wife and two children to mourn his untimely loss.  He was buried in Bethel 
cemetery." 
 
Laura Laux Moore was 31 when she died.  The obituary below also states "consumption" as the cause of death.  
Was this due to her exposure to Leander's illness?  This, and so many other diseases and illnesses of the times, 
must have been a continuous source of worry.   Laura and Leander also endured a common tragedy, the loss of 
one of their three children, infant Ora May.  
 
Obituary of Laura Laux Moore  
 
"Died, Thursday, March the 10th 1887.  Mrs. Lee Moore aged 31 years cause consumption.  Residence in 
Shawnee township.  She leaves a dutiful husband and two little children a boy and a girl, to mourn her loss.  
The Register extends sympathy." 
 
A puzzle---records show that her "dutiful husband," Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore, died in 1885, two years prior.  
Well, as was frequently emphasized in genealogy class, all types of family history records can contain errors.  
 
And, yet more puzzles…    Although both obituaries state that Leander and Laura died of "consumption,"    
Cousin Lisa wrote in regard to Leander, "I have found death certificates which have pneumonia as primary 
cause of death-- Contributing: measles." 
 
Lisa also has records and/or family stories that state that Laura "died at Jane's sister-in-law's house from 
pneumonia in 1887 (something about keeping her away from the young children?)." 
 
So, we piece together all that we can.  



 
Now, it is time to turn to the tombstones of Leander and Laura, who are buried in Bethel Cemetery.  Find A 
Grave website, to which I owe many thanks for photos and information for all family lines, states the address is 
"Spruce, Bates County, Missouri."   Spruce, in red, is "one of 24 townships in Bates County."  

by Cameron Herrell on Find a 

Grave. 
 
 
 
This map was sent by Cousin 
Lisa. It is from The 
USGenWeb Project (free site) 
of the cemeteries of Bates 
County, where I have circled 
Bethel Cemetery in red.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
by Cameron Herrell on Find a Grave. 
 
This sign shows two familiar names.  
 
Roger L(ee) Cummings is one son of my great 
aunt, Gertie Cecil Moore Cummings, sister of my 
grandfather, Percy Lee Moore.  Roger is the father 
of Regina Lou Cummings Stotts, discussed below.  
Cemetery volunteering ran in that line of the 
family!  ("Regina" is pronounced with a long i.) 
 
I certainly recognized the name "Korneman," as 
the birth name of the grandmother of Cousin Lisa 
Misch, discussed above, who provided the  
documents for this story.  So, I emailed Lisa, who 
responded that "Mrs. Mace Korneman" was the 
second wife of Frank Korneman, brother to Lisa's 

grandmother, Emma (née Korneman) Moore.  Her full name was Macie Belle Hughes, and Frank was her third 
husband.   She ran a beauty salon in Butler, and Frank was the mayor.  Lisa further stated that Emma called her 
"Mace," which apparently others did, as well.  Mace's second husband was George Keirsey, and here we see a 
Charles S. Keirsey as another member of the Board of Directors.  
 
Back to emailing Lisa…who responded that Mace's second husband was George Keirsey, who had a brother 
named William.   William and his wife, Margaret, had a son named Charles S. Keirsey.  So, the puzzle pieces 
are coming together!  
 
Lisa took a look at the two other names, did some research and provided this additional information:   
 
Earleene (née Allen) Ellis also has ties to our family.  Earleene Allen married George Ellis.  Earleene was the 
daughter of James Frances Allen and Julia Rebecca O'Bannon Allen.  James was the son of John Walker Allen 
and Mary Elizabeth Adams Allen.  Mary Elizabeth died of complications from birth of their youngest child.  
John then married Mary Ann Moore, who was the daughter of William and Jane McCombs Moore.  They were 
the parents of Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore and Lisa's ancestor, John Melvin Moore.  So, Mary Ann was John 
Melvin's and Leander's sister.  Lisa further states, "Uncle Jim, Mom's brother, often mentioned going to visit the 
Allens as a child. Mary Ann lived with her stepson, James, for a while in Bates County." 
 
And, finally, the man at the top, Isaac Huff…     Lisa then wrote, "His parents were Elmer Huff and Ara J. 
Thomas.  Gordon Thomas. and Mary J Bell, parents of Ara J. Thomas, are related, though I don't know if they 
knew of the relationship.  It dates back to get to the connection." 
 
So, all board members accounted for!  
 
Mother (Laura Louise Moore Hendee), "Mrs. F. C. Hendee" on the postcards below, contributed toward upkeep 
of the family graves in Bethel Cemetery for some years.  I was vaguely aware of this, but was pleased to find 
two postcards below documenting it as I went through her papers.  In sharing these with second cousin, Ron 
Rich (grandson of Gertie Cecil Moore Cummings), he informed me that "Regina Stotts, Secretary," is Regina 
Cummings, his first cousin and my second cousin, her being a granddaughter of great Aunt Gertie!  I have since 
been in touch with Regina for family history purposes.  I so fondly remember the Moore family reunion in 1952 
in Butler, the summer I turned 8.   See Regina below.   
 



 
 

 
.  
 

 
 
Butler, Missouri      Moore family reunion     1952 
Butler Recreational Lake 

Regina is in the bottom right corner.  
 
See my family history story on this reunion, during 
which we stayed with great Aunt Gertie and Uncle Hi 
Cummings on their farm outside Butler.  My main 
memory is of Aunt Gertie serving fried chicken for 
breakfast!  New to me, but part of a hearty farm 
breakfast.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Mother and Daddy returned to the 
Butler/Adrian area in 1968, and Mother 
again visited for a Moore reunion in 1982.  
She visited Bethel Cemetery, taking this 
picture of the Moore plot.   The tall one is 
that of Leander.  In the middle is Laura's.  
On the far left or right is little Ora May, 
infant daughter of Leander and Laura.    She 
lived from February 28, 1884 - March 29, 
1884---much heartbreak.  
 

   
 
 
 

 
Ora May Moore, infant 
by Robyn Martin on Find a Grave  

 

And, again with thanks to Robyn 
Martin on Find a Grave, we                              
can see Leander's tombstone far 
better on the right.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The picture above is also by Mother.  Perhaps little Ora May is next to Leander 
 
 
 
 



 
We can all be so appreciative of the volunteers, nationwide, who photograph and make available pictures of the 
cemeteries and tombstones of our relatives.  And, so I sent an email to Robyn, who responded, "Cynthia, I'm 
glad that I was able to find their headstones and take pictures of them.   Having lost a son who was a toddler, I 
always try to put infant/children headstone pictures with their family.   My small way of bringing families back 
together in history.  If you need any others in the Missouri/Kansas area, please let me know and I will do my 
best to help you out. Robyn" 
 
Here is the photocopy of the transcription on page 7.  I don't know who the main handwriting is by.  Later 
entries are by Sallie Marie Holwell Moore; the upper left corner is mine (clarifying Leander's name, though I 
wrote "Lee" not "Leander").  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And, now along come more puzzles, the norm when dealing with family history…  
 
I observed script at the base of both Leander's and Laura's stones, but was unable to read either.  I was quite 
curious what each said, as it seemed meaningful to know what the families chose for the final words to their 
loved ones.  So, to my trusty helpers at Bates County Museum where Chris provided me with an email address 
of a contact at the cemetery, Mr. Stacey Hutton of Bates County Genealogy Society.  Stacey is "working on the 
cemeteries in the area" and kindly took his time to solve our mystery, for which I am most grateful.  He took 
close-up photos of the bases of both tombstones, from which I was then able to transcribe.   
 
Stacey wrote, "The writing on Leander's stone is on the right side as you face it and is facing Laura's stone 
which is to the right of his.  His verse is approximately the middle of the vertical length of his stone. Her verse 
is on the secondary base of her stone.  I was surprised at how good the writing of the verses was. They are 
usually carved so shallowly that they are almost impossible to read." 
 
In my transcribing, zooming in as closely as possible, I did have some difficulties, as I often do when 
transcribing old materials of any sort.  As above, thank goodness for the Internet---don’t know how I got along 
without it.  As with the documents in this story, I again plugged in a few key words and came up with these 
passages, both common entries on tombstones; they were all over the Internet.  I had hoped to find a source for 
each, such as a hymn or Bible passage, but, found none.   Oh well, good to have the sentiments… 
 
Here is the photo of Leander's stone and the transcription below.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
inscription on 
tombstone of Leander 
Lewis (Lee) Moore 

 
taken by  
Stacey Hutton       

 
May 2016 

 
 
 

Farewell, then, dear husband, 
a long farewell. 

Your sorrows and sufferings 
are o'er. 

May each of us live that will 
join you at last 

On the beautiful heavenly 
shore. 

 



And, now for Laura's stone…  What is interesting here is that in the 
photo taken by Mother in 1982, we see that Laura's is shorter, 
missing the top piece that is seen on Find a Grave, possibly taken in 
2012.  The base looks the same.  Who added or replaced this? 
 
It reads:   
 
Laura wife of L. L. Moore    
Born Jan. 8, 1856      
Died March 10, 1887  
 
 
 
             Laura Laux Moore 
             by Laura Louise Moore Hendee  

            taken in 1982  
 
     

 
   
              Laura Laux Moore  

                                          Find A Grave, by  
              Robyn Martin    
 

 
 
inscription on tombstone  

of Laura Laux Moore  
 
taken by  
Stacey Hutton       

May 2016 

 
 
 
 
Not lost, blest thought,  
          But gone before  
Where we shall meet  
          To part no more.   
 
 

 
 
 
      
 
 
 

 
Many thanks to Chris, Stacey, Robyn and Cameron for their help and contributions to our family history!  
  
 



And, so we end with pictures of the house built by 
Leander Lewis (Lee) Moore in 1878.  Mother always 
said that both she and Grandpa (Percy Lee Moore) 
were born in this house, but according to a record in 
my family history papers, Grandpa was not born here, 
but "3½ miles south of Altona, Mo.," I believe at the 
house of his grandmother, Jane McCombs Moore.  
Other records show that Percy's sister, Gertie Cecil 
Moore Cummings, was born in this home.   This 
picture was taken "before 1920."  
 
This is the home Mother lived until the age of four, 
when the Moore family had to move to Colorado 
Springs due to Minnie's contraction of tuberculosis.  
Percy and Minnie rented the farm for a while, but 
eventually sold it.  Grandpa, Percy Lee Moore, was 

described as a "prosperous farmer'" in the 
History of Bates County.  
 

 
 
 

Frank Chester Hendee (Linda's and my father; 
Hazel Cummings Rich; Cecil Glenn and Ruby 
Cummings  1968    (Hazel and Glenn were siblings, 

children of great Aunt Gertie.)   
 
 

Mother and Daddy went for a visit/reunion 
in 1968,  Mother then returned for another 
wonderful reunion in 1982, where she took 
the pictures below of the ancestral home and 
place of her birth.   

 
 
  
 

 
 
The family Bible quoted above states this 
home was "10 miles  N. E. of Butler." 


