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Bertie W. Holwell was Linda's 
and my great-great aunt on 
Mother's side.  She was the 
daughter of our great-great 
grandparents, Mary Louisa 
Desdemona White Holwell 
Jenkins and James Holwell.   
Mary and James were Mother's 
great grandparents.   

               Bertie W. Holwell 

 
 
My grandmother, Sallie Marie Holwell Moore (technically my great aunt and step grandmother), told me that these were 
the first shoes of her Aunt Bertie, sister to her mother, Mary Louisa Desdemona Holwell Holwell.  This Mary was 
Mother's grandmother and Linda's and my great grandmother.  

               
 
Sadly, Bertie died from the dread disease, 
tuberculosis, also known as 
"consumption" back then, at the young 
age of 25.  She never married and lived 
with her mother until her end.  There is a 
mystery photo of her with a young man, 
identified as 'David," who is not a family 
member as far as Cousin Patrick and I can 
determine.  Was he a beau?      
 
 

        David (unknown); Bertie  

 
 
 

 
Bertie (left) with her sister, Alice Leona Holwell Sartain  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



It was in this era that shoes moved from being handmade to machine-made.  I was unable to find any shoes 
similar to these online---with all this material attached.   I do not know if Bertie's little shoes were made by 
hand or machine; it is interesting to see the nail holes in the soles.  I wonder what they looked like new.  

"Lyman Reed Blake (1835–1883) was an American inventor who devised a sewing machine for sewing the 
soles of shoes to the vamp of the shoe.  Blake started off in the shoemaker business at a young age, first working 
for his brother Samuel. Blake and later worked in inventor Isaac Singer's company, Singer Corporation, setting 
up sewing machines in shoe factories. By 1856, he had become a partner in a shoemaking company and spent 
his time inventing machines to help speed up the process of shoemaking.  Two years later Blake received a 
patent from the United States government for his sewing machine for helping attach the soles of shoes to the 
upper of the shoe.  The sewing machine helped permit the production of low-cost shoes by eliminating the 
heavy work of hand sewing. Blake then sold the patent to Gordon McKay a year after for $8,000 in cash and a 
$62,000 share of future profits.  Blake later worked for McKay until his retirement in 1874, working on 
improving the machine.  The McKay sole-sewing machine was at the top of the market for 21 years. Blake died 
at the age of 48." 

How broken-hearted Bertie's mother, Mary surely was to lose her daughter.  She had already lost at least 6 other 
children at very young ages.  Her remaining children were Mary, John and Alice, all of whom outlived her.  
Mother (Laura Louise Moore Hendee) knew her great grandmother, who died when Mother was 13.  

This picture shows Mary and Alice dressed for the funeral of Bertie, their daughter and sister, respectively.  I 
always enjoy seeing these hats!  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bertie is buried in Kepner Cemetery, Ulrich, Henry County 
Missouri.  Find-A-Grave states, "Inscription  25Y; footstone: 
B.H."  Indeed, the letters, "B.H." are all I can make out, one 
letter at each end of the stone.  Is that all there was?  

   
 
 


