
Argument for the Hannah Hazard who m. Daniel Knowles being the daughter of Ronbert and Amy 
Hazard (uriramfan originally shared this to Ancestry.com  Potters of Washington County, RI) 

 

"Many sources have placed the Hannah Hazard who married Daniel Knowles as the daughter of Stephen 
Hazard and Elizabeth Helme. I think this is erroneous for many reasons. 

The researchers who tried to find the Hannah who m. Daniel Knowles in the Hazard genealogy were left 
with one possibility. that she was the d/o Stephen and Elizabeth. That may be due to the fact that 
Caroline Hazard completely omitted the Hannah who was the d/o Robert and Amy Hazard. The children 
of Robert and Amy appear in the North Kingstown record books. part of the record has been burned, 
but it is clear that there were two daughters born in close succession, one being Hannah and one being 
Susannah. Only the last part of the names is visble on the record so that they appear as --nnah and 
--nah. 

Looking at the will of Robert Hazard shows that there were daughters named Hannah and Susannah. 
Unfortunately Robert died before Hannah married so we cannot determine her married name by the 
will, but we do know that Caroline Hazard was in error when she omitted Hannah completely. 

To decide that this Hannah was the one who married Daniel Knowles, one must look at the other 
Hannah who was the daughter of Stephen and Elizabeth. That Hannah was born in 1697 while the one 
born to Robert and Amy was born on 26 Feb 1702/03. 

Stephen Hazard's will was made in 1727 and clearly calls his daughter Hannah Mumford. Is it possible 
that this Hannah also married Daniel Knowles? Hannah Hazard and Daniel Knowles were married on 05 
May 1721 by Justice of the Peace Stephen Hazard. had this been his daughter he was marrying, there 
may have been some mention in the records of that fact but there is none. That is hardly proof, however 
when one looks at the children born to Hannah Hazard and Joseph Mumford, the dates range from 1717 
to 1724. It is not likely that Hannah married Joseph Mumford, divorced him and married Daniel Knowles, 
then divorced him to remarry Joseph Mumford. While exact dates are not available for all the children 
of Joseph and Hannah, the fact that they had them makes it very unlikely that Hannah was married 
twice during the time frame; the rarity of divorce is another factor. It was so rare that it usually ended 
up in the town records simply for the fact that it usually only occurred because of infidelity or abuse. 
Those issues usually ended up in the town council minutes. 

Hannah Hazard Mumford was probably also not an early widow, since the name of Joseph Mumford 
appears in the SK tax lists as late as 1744. It is possible she died before him since there is no widow of his 
noted in the records, but regardless, researchers who use this Hannah as the wife of Daniel Knowles 
need to explain why she was called Mumford in her father's will rather than Knowles - when the 
marriage of Hannah Hazard and Daniel Knowles had occurred about 6 years prior to the writing of his 
will. 

Looking at the children of Daniel and Hannah also provides a clue - they had a daughter named Amy and 
a son named Robert, presumably for her parents. Naming for parents was common in that day. In 



addition, the first child listed for Hannah Hazard and Joseph Mumford is named Stephen - presumably 
for her father. 

  

This issue has been argued by many genealogists and articles have appeared in various genealogical 
publications, with each side being argued. However, the fact that Caroline Hazard completely omitted 
the Hannah who was born to Robert and Amy means that people looking for Daniel Knowles' wife in her 
Hazard genealogy had few choices and settled on the one who was the daughter of Stephen and 
Elziabeth without considering the facts of the timing of marriage, the will of Stephen Hazard naming his 
daughter Hannah Mumford, and the fact that Hannah Hazard and Joseph Mumford were having children 
at the same time the other Hannah married Daniel Knowles. While naming patterns are a clue, they are 
not absolute proof, but one cannot ignore the marriage of Hannah Hazard to Joseph Mumford and the 
fact that Hannah's father Stephen called her Hannah Mumford in his will - not Hannah Knowles. 

This controversy was further inflamed when Toolis noted in her work on Henry Knowles that Hannah 
Hazard, d/o Stephen Hazard married Daniel Knowles. One strange part of all of this is that multiple 
researchers ignored the fact that Caroline Robinson Hazard had paired the Hannah who was the 
daughter of Stephen and Elizabeth with Daniel Knowles. What is clear however is that many researchers 
did not look at the primary sources - that being the NK records and Robert Hazard's will." 


